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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 
Lack of success in popularizing the 


use of denatured alcohol is attributed 
by the internal revenue authorities 


Denatured Alcohol 


Not Popular. 
largely to the action of retail 


druggists in maintaining the price of the article at a point said 
to be higher than is required by the cost of manufacture and 
the demands of legitimate profit. It was with this belief in mind 
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that the revised regulations governing the sale of denatured 
alcohol attempted to make provision for its sale through gro- 
cers’ shops. That feature of the regulations has, however, been 
but little taken advantage of. This fact seems to disprove the 
idea that the lack of popularity of denatured’ alcohol is primarily 
attributable to the druggists. Whatever the cause of the sit- 
uation may be, it is undeniably true that the bright expectations 
regarding the wide use of the denatured product have faded 
and there is no popular demand for new regulations governing 
either its manufacture or sale. As a matter of fact, nothing in 
the way of legislation has even been suggested by the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue to Congress. 


On another page we reprint portions of an 
article on A Study of Sour Milks, contributed 
by Dr. Henry G. Piffard to the columns of 
the New York Medical Journal. We have 
selected such parts as are descriptive of the fermented milk 


Fermented 
Milks. 


preparations usually kept on sale in pharmacies, and regret 
that the space at our command does not permit the reproduction 
of the author’s interesting historical introduction to the subject, 
in which he traces the antiquity of the use of sour milk to 
biblical times by citations from the book of Genesis, translated 
into English for him by a modern Hebrew scholar. We should 
also have liked to present in full Doctor Piffard’s discussion of 
the buttermilk situation in New York, for the fluid which New 
Yorkers regard as buttermilk is not the buttermilk of the farm-- 
the residue from sour cream after its fatty element has been 
removed by churning—but is a compound made from sour 
skimmed milk fermented by potato yeast, to which some whole milk, 
churned to remove the butter, has been added. One of Doctor 
Piffard’s objects in publishing, this article was doubtless that of 
directing the attention of the Health Department to the fact that 
sour milk of a kind is still being brought into the city and dis- 
posed of, despite the edict of the Commissioner that sour milk is 
a menace to health and dealers in it would be prosecuted. It is 
well, too, that attention should be called to the fact that other 
ferments beside the lactic acid bacteria are being used to effect 
the conversion of milk. Yeast is largely used, and potato yeast 
at that, with the result that a certain amount of alcohol is formed 


in the product during the conversion of the milk. 


There has been unusual activity of late on 


Going: Slow on __ the part of interests not wholly in sym- 


Pure Drugs. pathy with the national food and drugs 


act. These interests have had serious con- 
ferences with the chiefs of the administration at Washington. 
As a result there will probably be, for some time to come, a 
much greater degree of attention on the part of the Treasury 
Department and also on that of the Department of Commerce 
and Labor to the decisions and regulations proposed by the 
Board of Food and Drugs Inspection. President Roosevelt him- 
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self has become impressed with the necessity of testing every 
step taken, for it is foreseen that mistakes in reference to foods 
and drugs will result in throwing the various phases of the 
law into the courts. If decisions there should be uniformly 
adverse, it would probably render future successful administra- 
There has been a 
considerable degree of doubt in administrative quarters as to 
whether the Board of Food and Drugs Inspection was not going 


too fast. 


tion extremely difficult if not impossible. 


Some evidence that the President has feared danger 
in this direction seems to exist, although it is generally conceded 
that Mr. Roosevelt is thoroughly in sympathy with the principal 
purposes of the food and drugs act and is a warm supporter of 
Chairman Wiley’s main objects. It is generally felt that a 
complete and thorough test of the work of the board will now 
be had. Some persons seem to think that suits in the courts, 
except upon points already fully examined into by the higher 
officers of the Government may be deferred, but there is no 
positive evidence that such is the intention. How far the polit- 
ical situation is likely to be affected by the administration of the 
law is a question considerably discussed, but on which opinions 
differ. 


party and the Democrats is there any clear line of cleavage on 


Neither within the Republican party nor between that 


the matter. 


That was a temerarious man who 


Temerariousness got up in the meeting of the Man- 


hattan Pharmaceutical Association 
last month to beard the members of the board of pharmacy and 
denounce their lack of initiative in correcting abuses affecting the 
public on the one hand, and pharmacy and physicians on the 
other. He was daring enough to announce that in all his thirty 
years of experience as a pharmacist he had been visited but twice 
The haste 
with which the officers of the board of pharmacy would seek 
to remedy this neglect on their part may be better imagined than 
described. 
make a close and intimate acquaintance with the Board of 


Pharmacy and all its ways and works. 


by board members or the inspectors hired by them. 


We doubt not but that this daring man will soon 


Let us hdpe that he will 
be gently dealt with if only to the end that freedom of 
speech, the priceless heritage of the American citizen, may be 
upheld. 


Following the lines already pursued in 


Sodium Benzoate 
Under Fire 


the preliminary pamphlet dealing with 
the physiological effects of sulphur in 
foods, the Bureau of Chemistry of the 
United States Department of Agriculture has published a com- 
plete and extensive monograph giving in detail the results of the 
experiments on sulphur taken into the human body as carried on 
by Dr. H. W. Wiley some time ago. This will be followed in 
the near future by similar extensive bulletins on the effects of 
sodium benzoate, of potassium nitrate, and of several other pre- 
servatives. It has been growing plainer for some time past that 
there was little chance of victory for the benzoate interests 
except through direct trial in the courts. There is a unanimity 
of opinion among the three members of the Board of Food and 
Drugs Inspection which has convinced Secretary Wilson of 
the harmfulness of the drug as employed for preserving purposes 


and in fountain supplies, syrups, and the like. In all probability, 
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no further concessions to the benzoate people will be made if 
the present expressions of the authorities may be taken as a 
guide. Meantime there is a strong and continued effort on the 
part of some manufacturers and others to prove their case. The 
latest testimony on the subject has been furnished by a representa- 
tive of Curtice Bros., makers of preserves, catsups, etc., who has 
within the past few days submitted elaborate data as to the 
wholesomeness of benzoate as a preservative to the Department 
of Agriculture. 





In an editorial article on Pharmacy Board 
in the AMERICAN 
Druccist for November 25, 1907, the desir- 


Two Days’ Examination Questions 
Sessions 

ability of increasing the time for conducting 
the examination of candidates for registration from one day to 
at least two days was pointed out. It is gratifying to us to note 
that at a meeting of the Eastern Branch of the State Board of 
Pharmacy held in New York, last week, the desirability of conduct- 
ing a two days’ examination was discussed and the sentiment of the 
members of the board distinctly favored the proposed innova- 
tion. As it is not the first time the AmertcAN Druccist has 
taken the lead in matters of this kind we may be pardoned a 
certain amount of pride in directing attention to it. For many 
years we have advocated the organization of a general associa- 
tion of city pharmacists in which all the associations now in ex- 
istence might have representation, and in which every registered 
pharmacist might be eligible for membership. This proposition 
is now under consideration by the principal local associations 
and the time should not be far distant when the idea will be 
realized. As to pharmacy examinations it seems to us that for 
a board of pharmacy of the importance of that of New York 
to attempt to conduct a thorough examination into the quali- 
fications of a candidate for registration as a pharmacist within 
the space of one working day is to attempt the impossible, indeed, 
if examinations of this kind are to be continued, the board may 
be compelled ultimately to hold a three days’ session. 





THE GUARANTY MUST COME FROM THE SELLER 
S the opinion concerning the validity of the guaranty under 

the national food and drugs act. prepared by the Attorney 
General of the United States, and published in the AMERICAN 
Druccist for December 9, page 369, the phrase, “from whom 
he purchases such articles,’ recurs in several different forms. 
The trade generally had assumed that every article bearing a 
printed guaranty was effectually guaranteed to whomsoever 
chanced to handle it, whether the individual had purchased it 
direct from the manufacturer or through an intermediary. 


AREFUL scrutiny of the act shows, however, that to be 
effective the dealer must be able to establish a guaranty 
signed by “the wholesaler, jobber, manufacturer, or other party 
residing in the United States from whom he purchases such 
articles.” 


HE opinion by the Attorney General makes it quite clear that 
any dealer who sells an article which has been guaranteed 

to him directly by the seller, in accordance with the requirements 
of the act, can, by proving this guaranty, furnish an adequate 
defense, in case the article in question should afterward be found 
to be misbranded or adulterated. But it would seem that to be 
effectual the guaranty must go direct from the purchaser to the 








ciate 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


seller. A druggist buying a proprietary medicine on which is 
printed a notice of guaranty is not necessarily protected by that 
notice, but must look to the person from whom the purchase was 


made. 


HE character of the guaranty furnished by the jobber to his 
(3 patrons is, therefore, a matter of grave importance, and if 
the jobber desires to fully protect his customers, he must furnish 
a complete guaranty for all the goods which he sells. Unfor- 
tunately, the Washington authorities decline to make public either 
a list of the persons filing guaranties or a notice of the character 
of the guaranties filed. The first guaranty filed under the act, that 
of Scheffelin & Co., was a jobber’s guaranty, and was so worded 
as to cover all articles sold by them. Quite recently a case has 
come to our notice in which, upon inquiry, a dealer found that 
his jobber’s guaranty did not cover some particular goods, the 
character of which had been called into question. The serious 
nature of the predicament in which the retailer may find himself 
if his jobber has given him only a limited guaranty becomes 
readily apparent on consideration. Our readers should therefore 
see to it that the guaranties furnished them by their jobbers are 
so worded as to include all the goods sold by them, as otherwise 
they may find themselves held accountable undeg the food and 
drugs act without being able to establish a guaranty which would 
protect them under the law. 


PUBLICATION OF THE FORMULA NOT REQUIRED 
IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 
HE Supreme Court of the State of South Dakota has ren- 
dered a decision regarding the labeling of the prepared 
medicines which is adverse to the State Food Commissioner, who 
contended that the amended law of 1907 required that proprietary 
medicines should bear on the bottles and packages the printed 
formula of the contents. The amended act in question authorizes 
the appointment of analysts and inspectors, defines their duties, 
and provides for their payment. Sections six to nine of the act 
define the terms “food,” “adulteration,” and “misbranding.” Sec- 
tion ten reads as follows: “It shall be unlawful for any person, 
acting for himself or as the servant or agent of any other person, 
firm, or corporation, to manufacture, sell, offer, or expose for sale 
any article of food which is adulterated or misbranded within 
the meaning of this act. The possession by any inn keeper, hotel 
keeper, restaurant keeper, or boarding house keeper of any food 
or drug which is adulterated or misbranded within the meaning 
of this act, shall be deemed to be the keeping of such food or 
drug for sale.” 


” citing this paragraph Justice Fuller, who hands down the 

decision, calls attention to the fact that “neither the term 
‘druggist’ nor ‘medicine’ was employed by the Legislature in this 
provision, and the unlawful possession of the adulterated or mis- 
branded ‘drug,’ mentioned only in the final sentence, is unaccount- 
ably limited to the dispensers of food.” 


ECTION thirty-five of the law declares the conditions which 
constitute misbranding or adulteration of drugs or foods 
without in the slightest degree indicating that there is intent to 
make anything unlawful or justify the infliction of a penalty for 
the sale of prepared medicine “bearing no qualitative statement 
of what it is composed.” The section is merely descriptive, and, 
in the opinion of the judge, “incapable of transgression by any 


person.” But the State set up the contention that the following 
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section (thirty-six), which provides for the punishment of per- 
sons violating the “preceding section,’ should be construed as 
providing for the punishment of all persons violating any of the 
preceding ‘‘sections” of the act. While the Supreme Court denies 
the power of the court to put this interpretation on the act, it 
also states that even should it be permissible to substitute the 
word “‘sections” for the word “section,” the prosecution would 
not be maintainable. For the court holds that “there is nothing 
in section ten, nor in any other provision of the ‘pure food law,’ 
authorizing the arrest of a druggist or making anything that is 
charged in the complaint a penal offense. According to the 
elementary rule of construction, the statutory enumeration of 
persons of the same class by specific terms, such as inn, hotel, 
restaurant, or boarding house, must be restricted to that class 
of individuals, and no consideration of the mischief to be reme- 
died by the passage of the act is sufficient to justify the inter- 
polation required to bring within its operation another class of 
persons whose business is distinctly different.” 

Taking this view of the case, the court held that there is no 
authority for restraining the liberty of the defendant, and the 
application for discharge on habeas corpus proceedings was 
granted. 

This decision will be most welcome news to the druggists 
of the State of North Dakota, as, under the construction put 
upon the law by the State authorities, the sale of proprietary 
medicines of all sorts and conditions would have been practically 
prohibited, as there are very few of the popular preparations the 
labels of which bear the required information, and the majority 
of manufacturers would probably prefer to withdraw from the 
State rather than to prepare special labels to conform with this 
requirement. The retail druggists are interested in that many of 
them manufacture in a small way, and would be adverse to 
making the change desired by the State officials. The most inter- 
esting feature of the case is the extreme to which the State offi- 
cials went in putting a forced interpretation on the law. 





THE HOMOEOPATHIC PHARMACOPOEIA AS A 
STANDARD. 

HILE it is not at all probable that the bill introduced in 

the United States Senate by Doctor Gallinger, of New 
Hampshire, providing for the recognition of the Homeopathic 
Pharmacopeeia of the United States as a legal standard under the 
food and drugs act of June 30, 1906, will become a law, the 
presentation of the measure has attracted a good deal of atten- 
tion and has directed the notice of the authorities to the conse- 
quences which might possibly follow its enactment. We learn 
through our Washington correspondent that the authorities in 
whom is vested the administration of the food and drugs act 
feel that there is already sufficient provision in that act to meet 
all requirements, even in so far as homceopathic remedies are 
concerned. They recognize the danger which might ensue from 
a confusion of standards by the introduction of this work, as 
pointed out in our last issue, and would much prefer that the law 
be allowed to stand without amendment until it has been thor- 
oughly tried out in practice. It is true that the confusion re- 
garding the matter of standards might be obviated by the intro- 
duction of a clause specifying that the homceopathic pharma- 
copeeia was to be looked upon as the standard only for homeeo- 


pathic preparations, but this would be a clumsy and awkward 
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device. Should the measure reach what might be termed the 
practicable stage and there appears to be any possibility of its 
adoption, the Senate committee having it in charge would, of 
course, summon the representatives of the Bureau of Chemistry 
before it for information before making a report, and we are 
confident that that bureau would decidedly oppose the enactment 
of such a law. 


OREOVER, as 
which appears in another column, there are two homceo- 


pointed out in a letter from Mr. Tafel, 


pathic pharmacopeeias, and it would seem according to his state- 
ment that the “Homeopathic Pharmacopeia of the United 
States,” which is named in the Gallinger bill, is by no means 
universally accepted as the proper standard even among pro- 
fessed followers of the Hahnemannian school. The older of 
these two books, the American Homeceopathic Pharmacopceia, was 
a private undertaking, having been compiled and published by 
Boericke & Tafel, and was intended to fill the place in Ameri- 
can homeeopathic practice which was occupied in Germany by 
Doctor Schwabe’s Pharmacopceia Homeeopathica Polyglotta, pub- 
lished in 1880, and the British Homeopathic Pharmacopeeia, 
published in 1882, under the direction of the British Homceopathic 
Society, which is the accepted authority in England. The Ameri- 
can work appeared in 1882, and has been revised several times 
since then, the fifth edition appearing in 1896. 


HE publication of the American Homeopathic Pharmaco- 
pocia by private enterprise has ample precedent, as up to the 

date of its appearance, 1883, 
the British Homeopathic Phar- 
macopeeia was the only official 
publication, though the Home- 
opathischen Central Verein 
Deutchlands had endorsed the 
work published by Dr. W. 
Schwabe, and Gruner’s Phar- 
macopeeia,, 1853, was compiled 
by him at the direction of the 
Central 
ischer Aerzte. In fact, the first 
work to bear the title of Ho- 


moeopathic Pharmacopeeia was 


Verein Homaeeopath- 


Hartmann’s Homeeopathische 
Pharmakopoe fiir Aerzte und 
Apotheker, published in 1829 


as a private undertaking. 


HE German Apothecaries’ 
Society took the matter 
in its own hands in 1901, pub- 
lishing a Deutscher Homeco- 
pathischer Arzneibuch. In 
France, a homeeopathic phar- 
macopeeia, issued under the 
patronage of the French Ho- 
moeopathic Society in 1898, was the first official publication, 
though private works—Noirot and Mouzin, 1841; Jahr, 1841; 
Jahr and Calellan, 1853, etc., had been issued under the title of 
“Homeopathic Pharmacopeeia—it contains some elements of 
danger, quite enough to justify its condemnation. 
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HE Homeopathic Pharmacopceia of the United States, which 
was first published in 1897, was prepared under the direc- 

tion of a pharmacopceia committee of the American Institute of 
Homeopathy. This body represents in a measure in homceopathic 
medicine what the American Medical Association does in allo- 
pathic medicine. Notwithstanding the official character of the 
publication, it does not appear to have been universally ac- 
cepted as authority. So far as we can learn, Mr. Tafel is en- 
tirely within the limits of fact when he states that the majority 
of homeeopaths still use the American Pharmacopceia as a stand- 
ard. In these circumstances, the practitioners of homeopathy 
themselves not having agreed upon a standard, the adoption of 
one by the Government might be a step toward bringing about 
uniformity in practice. On the other hand, there does not appear 
to be any serious danger of misapprehension as to what particu- 
lar standard should be followed, as the question of which stand- 
ard is meant appears to depend on locality to a considerable 
extent. Manifestly, there is no crying need for the adoption of 
Doctor Gallinger’s bill, and it contains some elements of danger. 





Puzzling Scrawl No. 3. 

The scrawl reproduced in the AmerICAN Drucaist for De- 
cember 23, 1907, proved rather easy of decipherment, and a 
majority of the interpretations submitted were correct, entitling 
the contestants to a paid up subscription for the AMERICAN 
Druccist for one year. The accompanying prescription, submit- 
ted by a subscriber in Brooklyn, is now placed before our readers 
for interpretation. The senders of the first two correct interpre- 





tations of this prescription will be awarded a book or books of 
their own selection to the value of $2. In respect to time, the 
award will be based on the date of the post office stamp imprinted 
on the envelope, thus placing our subscribers in California on an 
equal footing with those in New York. 


ioe 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


MODERN ALCHEMY.! 
By CuHaries BASKERVILLE, PuH.D., F.C.S., 


Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Laboratory, College of the 
City of New York. 


The chemical elements, as they are at present understood or 
misunderstood, have compelled the attention of men of science 
and enslaved men of practice since before they were considered 
as such. Interpretations and definitions must be altered with 
the accumulation of new facts. The evolved theories are prop- 
erly subjected to the severest tests to determine their satisfac- 
toriness before incorporation in those texts we place in the 
hands of younger students. 

The philosophical school of Aristotle asserted that substances 
could be hot or cold, wet or dry. Considering these alterna- 
tives, we note that there are six possible conditions. But as a 
substance, according to that school, could not be hot and cold 
or wet and dry, only four were so actually. That which was hot 
and dry was designated fire; dry and cold, earth; hot and wet, 
air, and wet and cold, water. These four, earth, air, fire and 
water, constituted the four elements of the Greeks. 


; Hot Fire 


Air 


Dry 


Water ~~Cold Earth 

Although Averroes (1126-1198), of Cordova, maintained that 
Aristotle carried the sciences to the highest possible degree, 
measured their whole extent, and fixed their ultimate and per- 
manent boundaries,” and although we know that his philosophy 
dominated scientific thought, practically forbidding progress, yet 
we must yield to him an acknowledgment of power, and, for 
the times, an accuracy of discrimination which bespoke strength. 
It was unhampered by observed facts. The classification was 
based upon the property and not the constituents of a 
substance. 

The natural outcome of the teaching of Greek theories as to 
elementary principles—for the doctrines of Aristotle were studied 
in all the great academies—was a belief in the transmutation of 
the metals. In the eighth century, the Arabian alchemist Geber 
—Abou-Houssah-Dschafer-al-Sofi being his full name—in seek- 
ing ‘‘perfection,” considered all metals as compounds of mercury 
and sulphur in varying proportions. Gold and silver were the 
perfect metals, the others imperfect. 

Roger Bacon, living 500 years later, said it was as absurd to 
wish to transform lead into silver, copper into gold, as to pre- 
tend to make something out of nothing. He maintained the 
necessity of first removing from the rough earthy mineral a 
bright metallic substance like lead, tin or copper. This was only 
the first step toward “perfection.” The most perfect gold is 
that found in the native state. It is perfect because in it nature 
finished her work. Therefore, the alchemist should seek to 
imitate nature. Nature makes no note of the cycles necessary 
for her work, so the alchemist required some substance which 
would accomplish in a short time that which nature did in ages. 
The alchemist, therefore, sought the “philosopher’s stone,” with 
a pinch of which, it was hoped, the vast changes could be made. 

The study of alchemy prospered in France, although it has 
generally been considered that the new chemistry, beginning, as 
it were, with Lavoisier, put down absolutely the probability of 
the transmutation of the metals. The affairs of the Alchemical 
Association of France, the successor of the Société Hermeétique, 
founded by Albert Poisson, are controlled by the secretary gen- 
eral, assisted by seven councillors, who hold an annual meeting. 





of an address delivered at a meeting of the Quill Club, 
New York. 
2Whewell, “History of Inductive Science”; see also Freund, ‘‘The Study 


of Chemical Composition,” p. 253. 
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CHARLES BASKERVILLE, 
Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Laboratory, College of the 
City of New York. 


Ph.D. 


Numbered among the honorary members are many distinguished 
men of science. 

Although the great French chemist Marignac acknowledged 
that the habitual association in nature of groups of elements, 
as, for example, copper, silver and gold, offered one of the 
strongest proofs that can be found for the community of their 
origin, it is of conservative interest to observe that Professor 
von Meyer, in his charming “History of Chemistry,” says: “The 
final echoes of the alchemistic problem which had for so long 
a period of time held the cultured of every nation in a state of 
tension, and had even blinded eminent scientific men, only appear 
to die away during the last decades of the nineteenth century.” 

The problem of the transmutation of the elements is not 
solely of academic interest. Motives characterized by a harsher 
term than selfishness are usually attributed in these days to 
those who apply themselves to changing the bountiful metals into 
our agreed standard of exchange, for, as a rule, such are thought, 
with and without reason, to be in no position to give adequate 
return for money advanced to perfect the methods, which in 
vestors are assured will produce the desired results. The pos 
session of so valuable a secret would soon place one beyond 
financial concern. 

It has long been known that golden yellow specks would 
occasionally show themselves in silver solutions, but could not 
be obtained at will. Probably this phenomenon has often led 
to a supposition that silver might be transmuted into gold. The 
late Prof. M. Carey Lea, of Philadelphia, demonstrated that 
silver can be converted wholly into this form by taking certain 
precautions. By brushing a thin paste of this altered silver over 
clean glass, beautiful gold colored mirrors may be obtained. 
Using Lea’s method as a starting point, Dr. S. H. Emmens, of 
New York, by combining the effect of impact and very low tem- 
perature, obtained a substance which he asserted to be common 
to both silver and gold. He named this substance argentaurum. 
One ounce of silver was said to produce three-quarters of an 
ounce of gold. It was stated that the chief source of expense 
incurred was in the time required for bringing about the desired 
molecular changes. A profit of at least $3 per ounce on all 
silver used was, however, assured. 

Sir William Crookes did not succeed, to his satisfaction, in 
repeating the work, although Doctor Emmens stated that during 
that year the assayer in the mint at Washington accepted six 
ingots of the alloy, approximately a thousand dollars in value. 
All efforts on my part to obtain samples of this material were un- 
availing. 

It may not be amiss here to state that a severe criticism of 
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Emmens’ argentaurum papers appeared in Science the same year, 
written by Dean R. S. Woodward, the present head of the Car- 
negie Institution. The libel suit instituted against the critic and 
Prof. J. McKeen Cattell, the ‘responsible editor,” however, never 
came to issue. 

A number of cases are on record illustrating the methods 
pursued in selling secret processes for the manufacture of gold. 
Accounts of many of these are in my possession as a result of 
assiduous search. But to chronicle the events of the police courts 
would be out of place here. Suffice it to say, that a careful analy- 
sis of the motives actuating, and methods pursued, presents 
merely an inferior picture of the perfected practices we are grad- 
ually learning of as obtaining in that circle connected with what 
is termed “high finance.” 

Among numerous other communications reaching me one is of 
more than passing interest. R. M. Hunter, of Philadelphia, has 
written concerning “synthetic gold” as follows: “I have so 
perfected the process that, in my judgment, based upon my 
actual experience, gold may be manufactured at enormous profit, 
and to this end I have designed a plant to be erected in Phila- 
delphia, and am at this moment negotiating for the $500,000 
capital for its erection. I realize that the public and most scien- 
tific men are adverse to belief in the possibility of such an er- 
terprise, but I know what I am doing and can afford to allow 
public sentiment to follow its own course.” Enclosed with the 
letter was an affirmative affidavit. On request, Mr. Hunter 
promptly forwarded samples of silver in which gold “is grow- 
ing’ and some “grown-up” gold said to have been produced by 
his secret process. 

Any discussion of the transmutation of the elements must 
involve a clear understanding of what is meant by the term. 
By agreement, chemists regard an element as a substance which 
shows a characteristic spectrum and a definite combining weight. 
That such characterization is inadequate, that the ground upon 
which the characterization is founded may be shifting sand, and 
not the firm rock we are wont to liken it to, need not involve 
the present topic, as the agreed basis suffices for our purpose.° 

Work of transmutation has been by no means limited to 
efforts to prepare the noble metals. An Italian chemist, Fittica, 
investigated the action of ammonium compounds on phosphorus 
in the presence of air. He concluded that a true transformation 
of phosphorus into arsenic had taken place. Arsenic appeared 
to be a nitrogen-oxygen compound of phosphorus. The results 
of the investigations of many other workers indicate that Fit- 
tica’s case is not proven. ; 

With the discovery of the Becquerel rays, eventuating in the 
isolation of radium compounds by Madame and Professor 
Curie, lines of investigation were opened up leading to truly 
remarkable disclosures. According to the agreement referred to 
above certainly radium may be regarded as an element. as it has 
a characteristic spectrum and well defined atomic weight, as re- 
cently verified by Madame Curie. 

Radium compounds give off an emanation, a gaseous body, 
as discovered by Prof. E, Rutherford, of Montreal. The ema- 
nation passes through a number of changes giving radium-A, 
radium-B, etc. So far, definite atomic values and spectral data 
have not been obtained for these transitory disintegration prod- 
ucts of the emanation. The lives of some of them are very short. 
The greatest dignity we may assign them is meta-elements. 

Sir William Ramsay and Professor Soddy found that the 
emanation changed under certain conditions into the solar ele- 
ment helium. Professor Lockyer found helium in the gaseous 
envelope of the sun. Professor Ramsay found it later in certain 
rare minerals on the earth. He also found four other elements 
of similar characteristics in the air, namely, neon, argon, kryp- 
ton and xenon. Helium is a conventional element, but devoid 
of any evidence of chemical affinity. It is produced by or from 
radium, also a conventional element, but the most active sub- 
stance known. This occurs when the emanation is dry, and we 





8These matters are thoroughly discussed technically in a forthcoming 
work from the press of John Wiley & Sons. 
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have reason for assuming that the emanation may in reality be 
another form of helium, an active type, as ozone is of oxygen. 

Recently we have been thoroughly aroused again by Ramsay, 
who has not only verified the above statement, but proved that 
when the emanation is allowed to traverse its downward career 
in the presence of water, neon and not helium is the gas pro- 
duced. If the degradation of the emanation be in the presence 
of a solution of a pure copper salt, sulphate or nitrate, argon 
and not helium is produced. The emanation becomes one con- 
ventional element or another, depending upon its environment. 
Helium, neon and argon, with the respective weights, 4, 20 and 40, 
are produced from the supposititious allotrope of the one with 
the lowest atomic weight. 

We know of no case in which any one of these three obtained 
from other sources has been converted into the latter, nor have 
we been informed as to whether or no the neon and argon thus 
produced from the emanation subsequently change into helium. 

In this connection it may be stated that the amount of energy 
set free in the formation of helium from the emanation is com- 
paratively great, and that any attempt at reversing this process 
is rendered hopeless. But nothing is hopeless in science. In 
fact, many of Ramsay’s most fruitful researches have been in 
the investigation of the unlikely. Can it be, on the other hand, 
however, that the emanation is in reality a compound of these 
gases which are characterized by their inertness? Those who 
have worked with compounds of the rarer elements well know 
that their scission follows one direction or another dependent 
upon ever so slight variations in procedure. If the emanation 
be in fact a compound, it is an endothermic compound, that 
is, heat absorbing, which involves energy of an order of magni- 
tude far beyond anything with which we are familiar in ordi- 
nary chemical reactions. The total heat given off by one cubic 
centimetre of emanation is equal to about ten million gramme 
calories, or nearly four million times as much heat as produced 
by the explosion of one cubic centimetre of hydrogen and one 
half cubic centimetre of oxygen, one of the most energetic 
chemical reactions known. 

Perhaps the most remarkable portion of this last work of 
Ramsay, the full account of which, just published, reads like a 
story of magic, had to do with the solutions of the copper salts 
in which the emanation performed its devolutions. These solu- 
tions after the removal of the copper showed the presence of 
lithium, the smallest member of a metallic group or family which 
includes gold, silver and copper. 

The facts indicate decomposition, “degradation,” as Ramsay 
put it, and not composition, synthesis. He makes no claim to 
what has been generally understood by the laity as transmuta- 
tion—namely, the conversion of silver into gold. However, Soddy 
has suggested that gold in time changes into lead, and has ex- 
pressed the desirability of a long and elaborate investigation of 
the gold retained within the vaults of the Bank of England. 

In 1861 the following astounding statement was extensively 
quoted in American newspapers (Chemical News, iv, 291) :— 

It has been a great mystery to English bankers and to the 
directors of the Bank of England how the bullion of the Bank 
of France could be so greatly increased within the last three 
years, while the institution has been constantly sending gold to 
England and to Germany. Not long since the Bank of France 
drew somie fifteen million francs in silver from the Bank of Eng- 
land, which it paid for in gold bars with the French mint stamp 
on them. At its last report it showed a balance of one hun- 
dred and seventeen million francs in gold, while the amount 
oue year ago was under eighty millions—nearly one-third in- 
crease. It is whispered that this abundance of gold is the result 
of a scientific discovery of which the Emporor Napoleon has se- 
cured the monopoly. Gold is at the present moment manufac- 
tured at Paris in a secret manner. The principal articles used are 
lead and arsenic, and though it is not known how extensively the 
precious metal is produced, yet several hundredweight of the ma- 
terial are taken to a certain place on the first of each month. 
Everything is conducted with the utmost secrecy. None of the 
workmen are allowed to leave, and nothing definite can be known; 


but the fact that gold is produced is beyond peradventure. How 
long Napoleon IIf will be able to keep this wonderful secret 


remains to be seen. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


The emanation, in passing through its transformations, evolves 
much the greater portion of the energy produced by radium 
and its educts. Metaphysicians, among whom are many of the 
most matter of fact men of science, have long speculated upon 
the constitution of matter. Time and again it has been urged 
that the heavy chemical elements would eventually be broken 
down into the lighter ones. All that was needed was sufficient 
energy or the right kind of energy properly applied. Up to the 
time of Ramsay’s work no successfully undisputed experimental 
facts have been offered in substantiation of these philosophic 
considerations. Can it be that we have Bacon’s “‘philosopher’s 
stone” in the form of a storehouse of concentrated energy, the 
emanation? 

In a popular address many omissions have to be made. 
The complication which would be introduced by a discussion of 
the attractive electronic theory of matter of modern physicists 
has been purposely avoided. Nor has there been a desire to 
depict the acrobatic cerebrations of French hylozoists, although 
Professor Ostwald, perhaps the greatest teacher of chemistry 
to-day, captains the energistic propaganda. 





BOARD EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 
By Wm. R. Ocirr, 
Columbus, O. 


It is not a matter of much importance, but an error 
occurs in question 16, under chemistry, at Page 333 in your 
issue of November 25. The question as given originally was: 
“Distinguish by chemical tests between borax and alum.” The 
original is undoubtedly open to criticism, but it does not impress 
the careless observer as being quite so absurd as the one given 
in your journal. And this affords opportunity to express appre- 
ciation of the editorial in the same number, Pharmacy Board Ex- 
amination Questions, although its general tenor does not har- 
monize with the list of questions presented in my paper to the 
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy. 

Passing the misleading statement that “graduation from a 
college of pharmacy is now a prerequisite for examination by a 
board of pharmacy,” as being applicable to not more than three 
States, leaving more than forty where such requirement is 
legally unknown, I would emphasize the broader and more valu- 
able one “that board examinations should be arranged principally 
with a view to determining the candidate’s fitness for manag- 
ing a drug store im its several departments” (italics mine). If 
the seeming dogmatic may be excused, this is just what most 
examinations of these boards do not determine. While pharmacy 
has kept laggard pace with progress in other sciences during the 
past quarter century, it can scarcely be asserted that the scientific 
phase has developed to much, if any, extent in the majority of 
the drug stores in this country. The colleges of pharmacy, the 
United States Pharmacopceia and the American Pharmaceutical 
Association appear to monopolize the theoretical, and the splen- 
did pharmaceutical and chemical laboratories the applied phar- 
macy in a scientific sense. The boards of pharmacy are so fear- 
ful that the teachers in the colleges and the experts in the labora- 
tories will look upon their examinations as unscientific, thereby 
reflecting upon the erudition of the several members, that they per- 
sist in submitting candidates to theoretical and scientific tests 
which, when passed with good grades, afford no real proof of the 
candidate’s fitness for the work required of him when he gets a 
position in a drug store. Pharmacy as she is taught and phar- 
macy as she is practised are two entirely different propositions, 
deny it who will. Many of us are so engrossed in pushing this 
calling toward the front rank of the professions that we give 
small heed to what is doing in the half hundred thousand drug 
stores of the land, 90 percent. of which are establishments 
almost wholly commercial, while the scientific knowledge neces- 
sary to conduct them might safely be summed up in one word, 
“caution.” I am aware that this is heterodoxy of the rankest 
type, the promulgation of which may brand the promulgator as 
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a heretic, but we are learning in other departments that heretics 
do not have as many horns as they were burdened with a hun- 
dred years ago. 

On my table lies a copy of the proceedings of the Ohio Phar- 
maceutical Association for 1888. Thirty of its ninety pages of 
record matter are filled with valuable papers on professional and 
scientific topics, some of them indicating research requiring a 
vast amount of labor. For a number of years recently, few if 
any papers have been prepared for this association of this sort. 
Such as have appeared in the proceedings have been of a com- 
mercial character because, it may be fairly inferred, we have 
ceased to be pharmacists and have become tradesmen. I go into 
the office of one of the prominent physicians in my home city 
who sees in his office perhaps fifty or more patients each day, 
besides making many professional calls. He has two rooms con- 
taining as large a stock of pharmaceuticals as will be found in 
most city drug stores, and from this practically all these pa- 
tients receive medicines when they are needed. This is no excep- 
tional case. ‘Say not the former days were better than these, 
for thou dost not reason wisely concerning such things”; I take 
the suggestion and do not here discuss the question whether the 
preparations of the pharmaceutical laboratories are more or less 
useful than those dispensed by the actual pharmacists of the 
elder period. The physicians who use them doubtless get as 
good or better results than under the old régime, else they would 
be unwise to pursue the practice. The point is that they make 
no claim to any skill as pharmacists, and little more need be ex- 
acted of the drug store man, whose duties are less complex in 
that he is not required to diagnose diseased conditions and fit 
the remedy thereto. 

For an experiment, your correspondent would be gratified to 
see one State board whose members possessed the courage to push 
out from the shores of custom and timidity by preparing an ex- 
amination along such lines as might be compiled from the cata- 
logues issued by the larger chemical and pharmaceutical labora- 
tories, and the best of the pharmaceutical journals, supplemented 
by such information as may be obtained from other trade 
journals like The Soda Fountain, Profitable Advertising, To- 
bacco, The Wine and Spirit News (the latter, however, inapplic- 
able to local option or prohibition territory). This course would 
relegate to the rubbish heap such lists of questions as those pub- 
lished in your issue of November 25, while an examination of this 
character satisfactorily passed by a candidate would be a reason- 
able guarantee that he would not be hopelessly lost when he en- 
tered upon the duties which he is expected to perform 





An English View of the Right to a Prescription. 


A patient in England brought his child for advice to a med- 
ical practitioner in dispensing practice, and after a few weeks’ 
treatment the practitioner took the child to a consultant at the 
request of the father. No prescription was written at the con- 
sultation, and only a slight addition suggested to the previous 
treatment. Two months afterward the father asked for a copy 
of the prescription, for which the practitioner demanded a fee; 
this the father refused to pay, and contended that he had the right 
to have a copy without payment. The following questions were 
submitted to the British Medical Journal: (1) Was the doctor 
within his rights in demanding a fee? (2) If a prescription had 
been given at the consultation, would the doctor still be within 
his rights, two months having elapsed? (3) To whom does a 
prescription given at a consultation belong? We think, says the 
British Medical Journal, it will make it clearer if in our reply 
we alter the order in which these questions have been put to us: 
(3) A prescription given or sent by a consultant to the practi- 
tioner in charge belongs to the patient; (1) the practitioner 
would not be justified in demanding a fee for the prescription, or 
for a copy of it; (2) as in the present case no prescription ex- 
isted, the request should have been met by a statement to that 
effect, but by offering to give a copy of the prescription on the 
payment of a fee the position is weakened, and the practitioner 
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is in this dilemma: that, if there is a prescription agreed to at 
the consultation, the patient, or the patient’s father, has a right 
to a copy; and if no such prescription exists, there can be no 
question of giving a copy on the payment of a fee. 





NOTES OF PRACTICE. 
3y J. Leon Lascorr, 
New York. 

In dispensing prescriptions I have noticed in my long experi- 
ence that the same mixture of the same ointment when com- 
pounded by two different pharmacists according to the physician’s 
order (prescription) will very often look different or seldom 
agree in color or appearance. This may be sometimes due to 
carelessness in washing utensils or graduates, or to the use of 
dirty spatulas. The order of mixing may also have something 
to do with it, one dispenser perhaps mixing the ingredients in 
the order in which they are written on the prescription, without 
thinking that some chemicals may not mix with the others, or 
accounting for chemical reaction. I could show a number of 
examples, but will be as brief as possible and show only a few. 
To begin with the mixtures, the following is a common instance: 


& 
ee EN CRUMINIT «ccc crosucKeunseseavaesebeenveuawasebess seal 
IOS SOME vi cccauscenys pub cnvebenssuacsdsenaens eee i 
ee OS SO er een Se Ee Fe ii 
Pe NUR cs LiL oS cha exnucdeuhae ss sbsieuy Nee cnhud sent 3i 
PE OS ils Srebys bb bocncGancbcctasncsnckonsccnousewexbeoe 5vi 


If dispensed in the order of ingredients as the doctor wrote 
the prescription it will produce a reddish colored mixture, but a 
clear mixture will result if it is put up as follows: 

Dissolve the potassium citrate in sufficient water, and add 
the solution of ammonium acetate, followed by the spirit of 
nitrous ether; then dissolve the potassium iodide in the remain- 
der of the water and mix both solutions. 

Although the doctor probably originally meant spiritus zetheris 
compositus, instead of spiritus etheris nitrosus, he insisted that 
the latter was what he intended to write for. 


II. 
KB Zinci sulphatis. 
INNO «con cis cxey panded aeasebawekemeneeb’ aa3ss 
TE PUT Sh nibh cben dank ihe siekesedadaorbaevaunsvanboren $vi 


M. Sig.: Use externally. 
This lotion is known as lotio alba. If properly prepared it is 
white, otherwise it is a greyish color. The best way to com- 
pound this prescription is to dissolve the zinc sulphate in three 
ounces of rose water and filter, then rub up thoraughly the 
potassium sulphide in a mortar—care being taken that the mortar 
is clean—with three ounces of rose water and filter, then mix 
gradually both solutions in a mortar and triturate until it forms 
a white mixture. 

III. ‘ 

We frequently have prescriptions calling for a mixture of 
zinc sulphate, lead acetate and water. To compound this it is 
best to make a solution of zinc sulphate and add to it a little 
mucilage of acacia; then add the lead acetate, dissolved in water, 
and shake vigorously. 


IV. 


In making solutions of zinc chloride 2 clear solution is seldom 
obtained, but by adding a few drops of diluted hydrochloric acid 
the solution is cleared. 

V. 

In making an emulsion of creosotal (or creosote carbonate), 
the emulsion occasionally takes on a reddish color. A prescrip- 
tion of this kind was returned to me once, and I put up a new 
one, which was perfect. The third time it was put up the red 


color again made its appearance. 

After a few experiments with the creosotal emulsion, I found 
that by making an emulsion of sweet oil of almond as strong in 
oil as the amount of creosotal called for and adding the creosotal 
after the emulsion was formed, the mixture would keep better. 
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Vi, 

In making ungt. diachylon Hebra the salve is usually of a 
brownish color and hard. The same salve may be made white 
and soft if compounded as follows: Melt the lead plaster with 
the olive oil, strain and put in clean water, rub well, and add a 
few drops of water, then add the oil of rosemary and it will turn 
a nice white, soft ointment. 

VIL. 

In eye salves, when yellow or red mercurous oxide is pre- 
scribed, it is advisable to use the chemical of a reputable house, 
of a fine degree of levigation, and when prescribed with vaseline 
it is advisable to use vaseline from tubes, as the product is more 
sterile. It must be remembered that the ointment is used for 
granulated eyelids, and ointments for such use should be thor- 
oughly sterile, uniform and homogeneous in composition. 

VIII. 

Be et ML, AIC... bce wien ee seu pence eases casedeeons onan een Siv 
Spermaceti 
White wax 
Cucumber juice 

fac. cremor. 

It is difficult to make a presentable cream from this formula, 
as it is too watery, but by adding 15 or 20 drops of albolene 
and rubbing thoroughly in the mortar, it will turn out perfectly 
white and soft. A few drops of albolene should always be added 
to an ointment where some aqueous solution like adrenaline 
chloride solution or rose water and lanoline are prescribed, since 
albolene helps to make an emulsion. 

In addition to the thousand different ready made tablets 
which are at present on the market, we have very often to make 
special tablets, triturate or compressed. 

The triturate tablets are not always easy to make in tablet 
molds if the right solution or excipient is not used. In making 
tablets of pure codeine we must use a solution of alcohol and 
water, more water than alcohol, because the pure codeine is very 
soluble in alcohol. In making tablets of codeine sulphate a 
moistening solution containing more alcohol than water should 
be used. In making tablets of calomel and soda, pure alcohol 
alone is advisable, or even absolute alcohol, otherwise the tablets 
will turn black. 

In making tablet triturates containing extracts, such as tablets 
of extract of ergot, % grain ether should be used, otherwise a 
pill mass would be formed, and it would be impossible to re- 
move the tablets from the mold. 

To make compressed tablets ex tempore, such as lithium 
benzoate, 7 grains, or sodium sulphocarbolate, 4 grains, we must 
rub up the ingredients called for in a mortar with mucilage of 
acacia, granulate through a coarse mass sieve, allow to dry, and 
compress the mass on the tablet machine. The idea of granu- 
lating is to prevent the mass from sticking to the mold. The 
tablets should all be of a uniform size and weight. 








Pharmaceutical Words in the Dictionary. 


The pharmaceutical words occurring in the recently published 
new part of the Historical English Dictionary (the latter sec- 
tion of N) are rather on the outskirts of our trade language, 
but some of them are of interest, comments our London con- 
temporary, the Chemist and Druggist. Nightshade, as applied to 
certain plants, is not a very intelligible appellation, and the dic- 
tionary does not explain it beyond the surmise that it may be 
an “allusion to the poisonous or narcotic properties of the ber- 
ries,’ a theory of sense-development which seems rather far- 
fetched. Nitre is believed to be a word of Oriental origin. The 
corresponding and probably cognate Hebrew “nether” in Jere- 
miah ii, 22 (“though thou wash thee with nitre”’) is translated 
“nitron” in the Greek and “nitrum” in the Latin version, but 
all these terms were applied to carbonate of soda and potash as 
well as to nitrate of potash until quite modern times. The dic- 
tionary quotes from the “Philosophical Transactions,” 1684: 
“When nitre is prescribed, that nitre which is an ingredient of 
gunpowder is not to b« understood.” The name Nitrogen was 
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appropriately invented by Chaptal, the chemist appointed by the 
Committee of Public Safety to superintend the production of 
gunpowder for the Republican armies, as preferable to “azote.” 
Noctiluca, an old name for moonshine, and applied to glow- 
worms and some phosphorescent insects, has a chemical interest 
as the term selected by Boyle (icy or aereal noctiluca) for the 
phosphorus manufactured by himself and Ambrose Godfrey 
Hanckwitz, the secret of which he had either bought or ferreted 
out from Brandt, of Hamburg. Nostoc is one of the crowd of 
words the invention of which is credited to Paracelsus. The 
curious genus of algz called nostoc, which springs up in meadows 
or ditches after rain, was formerly believed to be an emanation 
from shooting-stars, or in some other way of celestial origin. 
Paracelsus called it also “cceli flos,”’ but his French contem- 
poraries, less delicate, chose the effective designation “crachat de 
la lune,” moon’s spittings. The dictionary quotes from Charl- 
ton’s translation of Van Helmont, 1650, “Nostoch understandeth 
the nocturnal pollution of some plethoricall and wanton star, or 
rather excrement blown from the nostrils of some rheumatick 
plant.” The alchemists believed it to contain the universal spirit 
which, if it could be extracted pure, would dissolve gold. In 
German folk-medicine nostoc is still credited with medicinal 
virtues; making the hair grow, and curing cancers and fistulas. 
The earliest quotation of Nostrum is dated 1602, “Setting to sale 
their witless nostrums” (F. Herring). Nutmeg is an adaptation 
of the old French “noix mugue,” musk nut. 





FERMENTED MILK PREPARATIONS. 





Some Account of the “Sour Milks’ of Recent Introduction. 





Dr. Henry G. Piffard, of New York, has contributed to the 
New York Medical Journal, for January 4, an article of more 
than ordinary interest and value on the different preparations of 
milk that have been induced to undergo lactic fermentation by 
means of bacilli, etc., and thereby become varieties of kumyss, 
zoolak, matzoon, etc. 

The title of his article is, A Study of Sour Milks. He ex- 
plains at the outset that the term “sour” as used by him covers 
all milks or parts of milk in which a lactic acid fermentation has 
been brought about through the action of bacteria or other 
microorganisms. Some of the sour milks sold are raw whole 
milk of which kumyss is a type; others are cooked whole milk, 
of which zoolak may be taken as an example; others are raw 
skimmed milks, while others again purport to be sterilized 
skimmed milk to which living microorganisms of the lactic acid 
group have been intentionally added. (Doctor Piffard has adopted 
the term “lactacidgens” as a convenient designation for the or- 
ganisms that induce the lactic acid fermentation.) 

He points out that during the past two or three years 
there has been an increasing interest in the subject of sour 
milk, excited chiefly by the writings of Metchnikoff, who has 
urged its consumption not so much for its nutritive worth as 
for its remedial value in diminishing the amount of putrefac- 
tive toxins formed in the large intestine. 

Doctor Piffard describes the various commercial preparations 
of milk ferments and the products of their action on milk. He 
says: 

“Prior to the introduction of pure bacterial cultures for 
acidifying potable milk, Christian Hansen, of Copenhagen, in- 
troduced his so called “lactic ferment” for ripening cream to be 
used in butter making. This was followed by Conn’s ‘bacillus 
No. 41,’ and this in turn by Douglas’s ‘butter culture,’ and lastly 
by a similar product prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit. 
In January, 1905, I requested this firm to prepare a pure culture 
of some good lactacid organism in tablet form for the express 
purpose of souring potable milk. This they have since placed 
on sale under the fanciful and inappropriate name of ‘lactone.’ 
[Lactone was already in use as the designation of a definite 
chemical product, the compound CwHsO,.] 

“At about the same time, or alittle later, La Société le 
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Ferment, of Paris, brought out.a tablet under the name of 
‘lactobacilline, containing a Bulgarian organism furnished by 
Metchnikoff. In 1905 also an American concern placed on the 
market a milk souring tablet which they called ‘kefilac.’” These 
tablets may be taken direct or used for the domestic preparation 
of sour milk. 

“Thirty or more years ago, Dr. E. F. Brush introduced his 
well known kumyss, prepared from cows’ milk. In this prepa- 
ration the fermentation is induced by yeast aided by such domes- 
tic lactacid bacteria as might be present in Holstein milk pro- 
duced under cleanly and sanitary conditions. It is very mildly 
alcoholic (1 percent.) and contains about 0.75 percent. of lactic 
acid. It is strongly effervescent. Dr. Brush’s kumyss has been 
so long and so favorably known that present comment is un- 
necessary. 

“Shortly after this, Dr. Dadirrian introduced ‘matzoon,’ later 
changing the name of his special product to ‘zoolak.’ The 
fermenting organisms were originally obtained from eastern 
Europe. This preparation will be more fully considered later. 

“Among the long known milk ferments, kefir (kephir, 
kefyr, kefr) has been the subject of several systematic investi- 
gations, notably by Kern and by Freudenreich. ‘ 

“T found the milk fermented with the kefir bacilli an agree- 
able and, I believe, wholesome beverage. Kefir in potable form 
(pint bottles) has been placed on the market by the Russian 
Kefir Company, of Philadelphia. 

“A sour milk preparation under the name Bacillac has been 
It purported to be made 
under the supervision of a presumably competent bacteriologist 
from sterilized skimmed milk, and in accordance with the direc- , 
tions of Metchnikoff, and activated with a lactic ferment fur- 
nished by him. Advertising matter states ‘that its fermentation 
is not produced by yeasts which contain harmful microbic flora.’ 
The name of the bacillus employed is not given, but I assume 
it to be the Bacillus bulgaricus. During June, July, and August, 
I examined several bottles of bacillac. In every instance I met 
with yeasts, not only on direct microscopical examination, but 
also in the cultures from which they were afterward isolated. 
On agar slants, one gave a white and another a pinkish growth. 
In every instance, also, I found the Oidium lactis. 

“The pint bottles in which bacillac was sold came from dif- 
ferent molds and resembled those in which bottle beer is com- 
monly served. The simplest way of accounting for these re- 
sults is the supposition that the bacillac was dispensed in insuf- 
ficiently sterilized second hand beer bottles, and that the milk 
used was not of the highest qualify, and also imperfectly steril- 
ized. At the price at which this preparation is sold (25 cents 
per pint) a better and more carefully prepared article might 
have been furnished. 

“Maadzoun and Yoghourt (Yaourth, Youhourd) are respec- 
tively the American and Turkish names of the same product, 
the common sour milk of southeastern Europe and Asia Minor. 
For authentic samples of this product, I am greatly indebted to 
Dr. J. H. Kellogg, of Battle Creek, Mich., who kindly shared 
with me some that he had recently received from Sofia, the 
capital of Bulgaria. It reached me in two forms—a creamy 
liquid and some semisolid, unctuous, cream colored flakes. On 
direct examination by the usual method (and with the cyanide 
blue stain) I found a bacillus morphologically similar to the 
Bacillus bulgaricus, a streptococcus and a_streptodiplococcus. 
There were also two yeasts, one of which was round, and the 
other a long oval. The Oidium lactis and the hay bacillus also 
were found, probably as accidental contaminations. 

“Zoolak (Matzoon). These are both trade names for the 
product manufactured by Dr. M. G. Dadirrian & Sons of this city. 
It is prepared by adding the Eastern ferment (maadzoun) to 
whole cows’ milk first thoroughly sterilized. On direct exam- 
ination as well as in cultures, it was found to contain bacilli, 
presumably the Bacillus bulgaricus of Metchnikoff, together with 
yeast cells. 

“By a method of preparation differing from that employed 


recently placed on sale in this city. 





10 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
by Dadirrian, maadzoun is marketed by the Russian Kefir 
Company of Philadelphia, under the name Yohourd. This is a 
soft solid, of about the consistence of our familiar junket. In 
New York it is also found as a customary item in the menu of 
some of the Armenian restaurants. I have found it of agreeable 
taste, and undoubtedly wholesome and nourishing. 

“‘Clabberade’ in bottles has recently appeared on sale in 
this city. It is stated by the maker to be a ‘predigested milk 
food, a nourishing fermented milk tonic.’ On microscopical ex- 
amination, direct and in cultures, it presents the usual Eastern 
microbic complex: Bacilli, cocci, and yeast.” 

The subject of buttermilk receives adequate consideration 
from Doctor Piffard. Briefly, he has determined that the old 
fashioned country buttermilk obtained by the churning of sour 
cream in the production of butter is not obtainable in New York. 
What is sold for buttermilk is a preparation of sweet skimmed 
milk fermented with potato yeast. However, he tells us, reas- 
suringly, that he knows of no reason why such a product should 
not be perfectly wholesome. Doctor Piffard asserts that milk 
soured by the right lactic acid bacteria is wholesome, nutritious 
and probably easier of digestion than sweet milk, besides being in 
certain cases a directly remedial agent. 

Doctor Piffard’s paper is illustrated with twelve photomicro- 
graphs showing the appearance of the different bacilli and yeasts 
as observed in the several preparations of fermented milk ex- 
amined by him. The paper should be consulted in the original. 





IMPROVEMENTS IN NATIONAL FORMULARY PREPA- 
RATIONS. 





Maceration the Better Process for Tincture of Cudbear—Prang’s 
Color Chart as a Color Standard in Pharmacy—Effect of Efflor- 
esence of Sodium Phosphate on the Solution. 





The Northern Ohio branch of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association met at the Cleveland School of Pharmacy on De- 
cember 20, 1907, at 2 p. m., President Hopp in the chair. After 
routine business, the report of the special committee on tincture 
of cudbear was presented by Mr. Hankey. 

He found that the recipe of the National Formulary is im- 
practicable; that percolation consumes a large amount of time; 
that maceration yields a product as highly colored as that ob- 
tained by percolation, while the process consumes much less 
time. He carried out the following experiments with a view 
of finding what menstruum was best adapted for extracting the 
tinctorial power of cudbear, macerating different batches of the 
same drug with water, 10 percent. alcohol, 20 percent. alcohol, 
25 percent. alcohol, 3314 percent. alcohol (the N. F. strength of 
menstruum), 50 percent. alcohol, 60 percent. alcohol, 75 percent. 
alcohol, 85 percent. alcohol and U. S. P. alcohol. He tested 
the tinctorial strength of each of these products by mixing the 
same definite quantity of each tincture with the same quantity 
of water, these diluted watery preparations being exhibited at 
the meeting. From these dilutions it was clearly shown that 
75 percent. alcohol (alcohol U. S. P., 75 Cc., water 25 Cc.) shows 
the maximum tinctoral power. All these tinctures underwent 
a decided change of color when acids were added to them. 

Taking up the quality of commercial cudbear, Mr. Hankey 
presented the following important analytical data: 


POWDERED CUDBEAR. 
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From the above report it will be seen that number 6 was 
the best quality, and incidentally, it might be mentioned that this 
sample was used in the tincture experiments given above and 
also those outlined below. 

Mr. Hankey made the following: experiments toward im- 
proving the National Formulary recipe: 

Experiment No. 1.—Cudbear 12.5 grammes; 10 percent. am- 
monia water 3 Cc.; water, 50 Cc. Macerate for forty-eight 
hours, filter and wash with water till filtrate amounts to 200 Cc. 
Evaporate or. steam bath to 50 Cc., add 33 Cc. of alcohol, and 
water sufficient to make 100 Cc. 

Experiment No. 2—Same as No. 1 except that 20 Cc. of 10 
percent. ammonia water was used and the watery filtrate evap- 
orated on an open flame. 

Experiment No, 3—Same as No. 1 except that 6 Cc. of 10 
percent. ammonia water was used and only 15 Cc. of alcohol 
added. 

Experiment No. 4——Same as No. 2 except that 12 Cc. of 10 
percent. ammonia water was used. 

Experiment No. 5.—Cudbear 12.5 grammes; 10 percent. am- 
monia water, 24 Cc.; water, 200 Cc. Extract by circulatory 
maceration for three days; evaporate the watery extract to 50 
Ce., add 33 Cc. of alcohol and then water sufficient to make 
100 Cc. 

Experiment No. 6.—The extracted residue from No. 5 was 
treated exactly as in experiment No. 5. 

Experiment No. 7—Cudbear 12.5 grammes; Io percent. am- 
monia water, 12.5 Cc.; water, 200 Cc. Macerate thirty-six hours 
shaking at intervals; throw the precipitate on a filter and wash 
with water until 200 Cc. of filtrate is obtained. Evaporate the 
filtrate to 50 Cc., mix with 33 Cc. of alcohol, and water sufficient 
to make 100 Cc. 

These experiments showed that the extraction by ammonia 
yielded a product far superior to that produced by the N. F. 
process. That, for example, the product obtained by experiment 
No. 6 (from the dregs of a foregoing experiment) had higher 
tinctorial power than the best (75 percent.) alcoholic tincture; 
that the amount of alcohol required in the finished product is 
merely enough to preserve the preparation; that in evaporating 
the watery filtrate a naked flame can be used; all these facts being 
proven by diluted samples exhibited at the meeting. 

Professor Feil brought up the question of a standard of 
color for N. F. preparations tinted with cudbear and other dyes. 
He said that the official color standard among artists is the 
Prang Color Chart; that on this chart there is a tint that cor- 
responds to the proper color for alkaline antiseptic solution; 
that it would be a good idea for the National Formulary Com- 
mittee to print such a chart, which is inexpensive and can be 
easily purchased in quantity lots, as a frontispiece to subsequent 
editions of the National Formulary. Of course, in establishing 
such a standard of color, consideration must be had to the depth 
of the layer of liquid examined. 

In discussing the proposition, various suggestions were made 
as to the character of such a standard of depth, such as the 
use of a Blake bottle, a 54 inch test tube, etc. 

The secretary then called attention to the valuable and im- 
portant collection of U. S. P. and N. F. specimens prepared by 
druggists of the various cities, and sent the branch for exhibit 
through the courtesy of the New York branch. An informal 
discussion of the specimens then followed. 

Compound Resorcin Ointment Unsatisfactory. 

Mr. Hankey said that he found the Compound Resorcin Oint- 
ment N. F. was unsatisfactory, since within twenty-four hours 
after making it begins to darken. His experiments showed that 
this darkening could be prevented by avoiding undue moisture; 
by using anhydrous lanolin and particularly by adding 12 per- 
cent. of starch. He found that dissolving the six parts of resorcin 
in three parts of water before triturating with zinc oxide and 
bismuth subnitrate gave a srhoother product; that the addition 
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of this 3 percent. moisture (provided anhydrous lanolin and 12 
percent. of starch was used) did not cause a darkening of the 
product; that a more satisfactory product was obtained by using 
half the amount of oil of cade directed by the National Formu- 
lary. 


A Point to Observe in the Manufacture of Compound Sodium 
Phosphate Solution. 


Mr. Hankey also spoke of the crystallization that occurs in 
compound solution of sodium phosphate if the pharmacist neg- 
lects the official provision that uneffloresced sodium phosphate 
should be used. In the discussion that followed, the difficulty 
of securing a perfectly crystalline sodium phosphate was brought 
out; as well as the suggestion that it would be well for pharma- 
cists to use in making this preparation an original pound box of 
sodium phosphate; weighing the contents to note the loss of 
water by efflorescence and adding, before mixing with the other 
chemicals, the amount of water representing the loss in weight. 

Mr. Placek spoke of the recipe for Glycerinated Elixir of Gen- 
tian N. F., saying that a far more palatable product is produced 
by leaving out the saccharin and the acetic ether. He also re- 
ported that in making Cataplasm of Kaolin it was’ much simpler 
to heat the dried kaolin with glycerin and then add the boric 
acid. Mr. Hankey emphasized the fact that unsatisfactory re- 
sults obained in making this preparation is usually due to the 
use of a kaolin contaminated with carbonates. 





NATIONAL FORMULARY FORMULAS DISCUSSED. 





Commercial Peptones Faulty—More Alcohol Needed in Compound 
Cresol Solution—Commercial Cresols Vary in Composition— 
President Yeomans and Secretary Light Attend. 





Chicago, December 20.—The meeting of the Chicago Branch 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association held at Northwest- 
ern University Building, December 17, was well attended and of 
unusual interest. Professor Harrison reported progress in con- 
tinuation of his work on the Solution of Peptonate of Iron and 
Manganese, a preliminary report of*which had been made at the 
preceding meeting. He was not yet ready for a final report. Mr 
Koch spoke briefly of the commercial peptones and Professor 
Hallberg and Mr. Klenze participated in the discussion. The 
speakers were of the opinion that Professor Harrison’s question 
“Have these preparations any right to the term peptonates?” was 
timely. 

Mr. Nitardy reported further on the 


Compound Solution of Cresol. 


His experiments show that volatile oils and glycerin added 
to the U. S. P. preparation will not make it more miscible with 
water, although alcohol will do so if enough is added. Twelve 
percent. alcohol added will make the solution miscible with an 
equal volume of water or with 10 times its volume or more of 
water, but not with amounts of water between these proportions, 
while 15 percent. alcohol will make the solution miscible with 
water in almost any proportion. Among the volatile oils and re- 
lated substances which Mr. Nitardy had used in his experiments 
were oil of turpentine, benzaldehyde, eugenol and eucalyptol. It is 
his experience that cotton seed oil was more difficult to saponify 
than linseed oil, though it produced a little lighter colored solu- 
tion, but this is of no special advantage. He thought it not-ad- 
visable to reduce the amount of soap in the solution as had been 
suggested by some, as the effect is to render the solution more 
caustic. 

Professor Hallberg suggested the use of oleic acid to effect 
complete solution. Mr. Sass thought the pharmacopceial prepa- 
ration contained too much oil. Mr. Hager reported excellent 
results, using the official formula. 

Professor Clark called attention to the fact that the com- 
mercial cresols differ greatly in antiseptic value according to the 
amounts of ortho-, meta-, and para-cresol present. He also sug- 
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gested using a portion of an old preparation to bring about a 
more rapid saponification of the newly made solution. 

Mr. Becker said that there was apparently no relation between 
the color of the cresols and the color of the finished product. 
He had known a dark colored cresol to make as light a finished 
solution as a much lighter colored cresol would give. 


Unguentum Resorcini Comp. N. F. 


Henry Pfaff submitted the following modification of this 
formula consisting in substituting white wax for paraffin, re- 
placing one-half the amount of hydrous wool-fat with anhydrous 
wool-fat and dissolving the resorcinol in a little water before its 
incorporation : 


Zinc oxide, bismuth subnitrate, of each...... 6 parts. 
Levigate thoroughly with 
OUI Fav Searaea Wah cba ae seeadems.iasoain.s sufficient. 


Then incorporate, previously melted, the re- 
mainder of the 


Petrolatum, and white wax, of each.......... 10 parts. 
Hydrous and anhydrous wool-fat, of each.... 17.5 parts. 
BEEK WIG) POMOICUON 5 66:6 0:3.0:6:6-6 08.2.d eeeeiewaigine 6 parts. 


_ Previously dissolved in water 4 parts and 
finally thoroughly incorporate 
GRO iNT CRMs eese(si dnd Sara Ca nO Ga KOSCaN shane we 12 parts. 


The product is perfectly smooth, is of a somewhat firmer 
consistence than the official article and therefore better adapted 
as a dressing. 

President Oldberg appointed C. S. N. Hallberg chairman, and 
C. A. Storer and G. D. Oglesby as associates of the committee 
on preparing an exhibit for U. S. P. and N. F. preparations for 
the annual meeting of the A. M. A. in Chicago next June. 

Professor Hallberg reported correspondence with Doctor Rus- 
by regarding a lecture to be delivered before the members of the 
Branch and their friends early in 1908. Upon motion of , Mr. 
Wooten a formal invitation was tendered to Doctor Rusby to de- 
liver this lecture at a time that would suit his convenience. 

President Yeomans and Secretary Light, of the C. R. D. A,, 
who were present at the meeting, were called upon and spoke 
briefly concerning the movement for the bringing about of better 
relations between pharmacists and physicians. 





As to Criticisms of the National Formulary. 


Journalistic criticism of official formulas was formally depre- 
cated by the National Association of Retail Druggists at its 
Chicago meeting last year. So many good resolutions were 
adopted at that meeting that we were sorry to have to take issue 
with the association on this one, but we saw no help for it, so 
had our say in the Circular for October, 1907, page 626. Since 
then the Pacific Drug Review has been equally plain in its 
adverse comments on this particuJar resolution of the N. A. R. D., 
taking the ground that if the official formulas deserved criticism 
they should get it; that if the journals were to aid in the work 
of popularizing pharmacopeeial and National Formulary prepara- 
tions, they wanted to know that they had a “practical, consistent 
proposition to lay before our physicians.’”’ Ihe Pharmaceutical 
Era made no bones of saying that so far as it was concerned the 
question was one of principle; and the AMERICAN DrucGcGistT was 
outspoken enough to say, “We hardly know how to govern our- 
selves in the matter.” In the meantime the. Bulletin of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, the official organ of the 
corporation which owns the National Formulary, goes ahead in- 
viting “criticisms concerning existing formulas, and other sug- 
gestions for the betterment of the Formulary, which will be 
published either wholly or in abstract for general in- 
formation, and for the use of the committee in the work of re- 
vision.” It seems to us that the way to induce physicians to 
use official preparations, is to make those preparations as good 
as possible; and to do this, every druggist who finds any fault 
with them should report it, to the end that it may be eliminated. 
Some of the local branches of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association are setting an example in this matter of construc- 
tive criticism which we think it would be well for pharma- 
ceutical associations and individuals all over the country to 
emulate.—Druggists’ Circular for January. 
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Liquid Antiseptic Soap.—P. J. C—A large number of formu- 
las is extant for this preparation. It may be most conveniently 
made by Wilbert’s formula, which is as follows: 


Sains MOTORING (050506500506 be eee teenee 3i Sill 
PURRMINEIR TIVLURUGS sven es babe ns shew ee 3i Siii 
[SERINE fe coc culwdenkbuhesesn ee 3xvii 
oe Es eee eee. 5viii 
Distilled water, enough to make............ Ov 


In a suitable container, preferably a glass stoppered bottle, dis- 
solve the potassium and sodium hydroxides in eight ounces of 
distilled water, then add the alcohol, followed by the cottonseed 
oil in three or four portions, shaking vigorously at each addi- 
tion. Continue to agitate the mixture occasionally, until saponi- 
fication has been completed. Then add the remaining portion of 
distilled water and mix. 

If it is desired to impart a flavor to a liquid soap of this com- 
position, the mixture of essential oils used as the flavoring in- 
gredients of the liquor antisepticus alkalinus of the National 
Formulary may be employed. 

A formula of French origin was published in the AMERICAN 
Druceist for April 13, 1903. The author of this formula recom- 
mends the use of almond oil and glycerin as follows: 


Parts. 
RAMERIUITT CRUSE R LE 5 0's:0.0 a b:0ee oe bin S's sic 50 
Gal ORGMIVOCE WANN 655 bikes ieee noscenwen'é 200 
TPOPTUR scx cs venbanee sis ckws eihshseeu bunts 100 
Distilled water, enough to make...........1,000 


Dissolve the potassium hydroxide in twice its weight of wa- 
ter; add the oil and the glycerin and agitate well. Add the rest 
of the water gradually, keeping the mixture on the water bath 
at 140 to 158 degrees F. for twenty-four to thirty-six hours, when 
saponification will be complete. A clear mixture will then be 
obtained, covered by a layer of emulsified, nonsaponified oil. The 
soap, which can be separated from the floating fat by a siphon, 
is still too firm for use and should be reduced to the proper con- 
sistency by mixing with alcohol flavored with oils according to 
the following formula: 


Parts. 
Liquid soap, prepared as described above... .g00 
Alcohol Serer er Ter eet 7O 
SIREN, «oh cites be No a Gwoh OSS Eee SER eeE 10 
PL. cei clkk:-etiebaeenserecewsnes 10 
WETNE MEN Qc Moaikn pececb stab ot skboeweeess 10 


The mixture is heated to 140 degrees F., for several hours, 
then set aside in a cool place for several days, when it is strained 
through absorbent cotton. 

If an antiseptic is required one part of betanaphthol may be 
dissolved in the mixture of alcohol and essential oils. 

The following formula has also been proposed: 


Parts 
Sn ND | 5s wos eG hut suss sede cuee 200 
RE AD 2L. Kode eke na wakeeeck suas toes sae 300 
MET LEER CRS Win bwicee Wears bbws sea eer 325 
ey CL C6. | ta ja en i ae 45 
Patent CATDORAIE .6 .5...55056 ssSsccedcs 10 
SR ee re oe eee ee 15 
VE oT Ee ee ee ee, a 25 


The oil is mixed in a large bottle with water, 100 parts; alco- 
hol, 200 parts; and caustic soda, 45 parts, and after saponification 
the remaining alcohol and the potassium carbonate dissolved in 
the rest of the water, and finally the carbolic acid and the ether 
added and the whole well shaken. The preparation may be per- 
fumed as desired. 

The foregoing formula will be recognized as a modification 
of Wilbert’s formula, and is indeed the original preparation 
recommended by him. 

The following formula for preparing an ether solution of 
soft soap has been proposed by an English hospital apothecary. 


It is intended for use as a substitute for soft soap in cleansing 
and sterilizing the skin preliminary to more energetic treatment; 
mix 35 Cc. of commercial oleic acid with 16 Cc. of alcohol in a 
flask, and drop in solution of potassium hydroxide, 1 in 1, until 
a neutral solution of soap is obtained, using phenolphthalein as 
indicator, about 7 Cc. of the alkali solution being required for this 
purpose; then add o.1 Cc. of potash solution in addition so that 
the reaction is just alkaline, allow it to become cooi, and finally 
add enough sulphuric ether to make 100 Cc. of finished product. 
This contains approximately 40 parts potassium oleate, 4 parts 
water, 16 parts alcohol and 40 parts ether. A slight deposit 
forms on standing which may be removed by decantation. 

A still simpler process, making it easy to prepare an ethereal 
solution of soap extemporaneously is provided by the following 
formula: 


APM AGHA os avo a yoke checks bee eae se OSes 
LOGON ovcikene<uekiiecouveasbes saareese ee . 58S 
LTONS BUMOINIA WALET, 0.6 5.550500: oss awd ass. 
Sulphuric ether, enough to make............ 3ii 


Mix the first two, add ammonia to neutralize, carefully avoid- 
ing an excess, then the ether, which may be increased so as to 
make 3 instead of 2 fluid ounces if a weaker solution is required. 


Ice-Making Machinery.—“Inquirer” asks us to inform him 
where he can purchase “the machinery and apparatus for an ice 
plant.” 

Application to any of the following addresses will bring par- 
ticulars of the different sizes and styles of ice-making machinery 
manufactured by the respective firms: Vilter Manufacturing 
Company, Milwaukee, Wis.; New Brunswick Refrigerator Com- 
pany, New Brunswick, N. J.; Wilmington Ice Plant Company, 
Wilmington, Del. 

Beri Lotion; Osage Hair Tonic.—H. A. S.—We regret 
our inability to give you any information concerning the compo- 
sition of these preparations. 

Tooth Powder.—M. E. B.—The peculiarity of the tooth 
powder named by you consists in the use of sugar of milk to 
impart a certain grittiness. The powder also contains soap, pre- 
cipitated chalk, and powdered pumice, with oil of wintergreen as 
a flavoring ingredient. 

Druggists’ Sundry Trade Periodicals——C. J. B.—We do 
not know of any single publication devoted exclusively to the 
druggists’ sundries trade. All of the principal pharmaceutical peri- 
odicals that pay attention to trade matters give up some space in 
nearly every issue to descriptions of new inventions and the in- 
troduction of articles classed under the heading of druggists’ 
sundries, the AMERICAN DruccIst paying particular attention 
to this class of goods whenever the opportunity offers. 

Formulas for Chewing Gum.—W. L. G.—The manufacture 
of chewing gum has been described more than once in the col- 
umns of the AMERICAN Drvuccist, and we hesitate about devot- 
ing any space to the subject at this time. We refer you to the 
following numbers of the AMERICAN Druccist for formulas: 
March 11, 1895, page 145; July 25, 1895, page 44; November 25, 
1895, page 321; October 25, 1896, page 267; March 25, 1897, page 
177; July 10, 1890, page 5; April 10, 1900, page 238; March 23, 
1903, page 163. If any of our readers make request we shall be 
glad to reprint a few of the more desirable formulas included 
among those previously published. 

Canadian Pharmaceutical Regulations—S. G. asks us 
what is required by the Government of the Dominion cf Canada 
of applicants for license to practise pharmacy, and whether the 
diplomas of the New York State Board of Pharmacy are recog- 
nized. 

The regulations pertaining to the practise of pharmacy vary in 
the different Provinces. In Ontario persons holding diplomas 
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from the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain or certifi- 
cates from any pharmaceutical college in the Dominion of Can- 
ada, or elsewhere, were formerly admitted to registration as 
members of the Ontario College of Pharmacy without further 
formality, but this may have been changed, especially as regards 
boards and colleges outside of the Dominion since the enactment 
of the more stringent new pharmacy act for the State of New 
York, which excludes from the practise of pharmacy all except 
those who have passed the examination prescribed by the Board. 


Letters to the Editor. 








The Two Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeias. 
To the Editor: 

Str—I have read with interest the editorial on the proposed 
amendments to the national food and drugs act, printed in the 
AMERICAN Druceist for December 23, and must agree with you 
regarding the inadvisability of such amendments being passed by 
Congress, though probably for a different reason than that enter- 
tained by you. 

As a majority of homceopathic pharmacists in the United 
States make their homceopathic tinctures according to the Amer- 
ican Homeopathic Pharmacopeia, much confusion would result 
if an amendment to the food and drugs act were passed making 
the Homeopathic Pharmacopeia of the United States the stand- 
ard. 

In a letter which I have just received from Dr. Boericke he 
estimates that there are not more than 2 percent. of the homceo- 
pathic physicians in the United States who use preparations made 
according to the Homeopathic Pharmacopeia of the United 
States, and you can accordingly see the absurdity of making this 
work the standard. G. H. TaFet. 

New York, December 26, 1907. 





Average Drug Store Advertising. 
To the Editor: 

Sir.—The tone of Mr. Charles H. McConnell’s letter in your 
issue of December 9 does not quite bear him out when he states 
that he was “highly amused” at my criticism of some of his 
advertisements. His letter does not read like the spontaneous effu- 
sion of an amused mind, but more resembles the outburst of a 
person who had just had a corn trampled upon. 

The personalities in his letter were a bit hasty since they 
were based on an entirely false assumption. I am not the owner 
of the ‘““Thompson’s Drug Store” rated at $5,000, but I will not 
admit that the ownership of such a business would take away 
the privilege of expressing an opinion on drug store advertising. 
Mr, McConnell‘s slur on the “little fellows” in the trade is justi- 
fied as one of the immemorial rights of the bragging giants. 

The success of a pharmacist is not based on his rating or the 
volume of his business. The greatest pharmacist Chicago ever 
produced was not rated above $5,000 by the mercantile agencies, 
but he is rated higher in the hearts and memories of pharmacists 
everywhere than any cutter in the country will ever be. 

The statement that “the average drug store advertising is 
beneath contempt” is a little wild and, no doubt, thoughtless. 
Any one who reads the American Druccist’s Business Building 
pages can see that the specimens of drug store advertising dis- 
played there are, as a rule, dignified and gentlemanly appeals 
for business, and certainly stand above the average of retail ad- 
vertising in other lines. 

Many advertisers, however, in the drug trade and out of 
it make themselves ridiculous by their hysterical efforts to be 
original, though he who must resort to such quotations as “to 
hell with facts” and who writes sarcastically of “methodist 
heaven” is very unoriginal indeed. 

All successful advertisers make a special study of old English 
models to be able to express themselves thoroughly and strongly 
without resorting to anything coarse or profane. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., December 11, 19007. JoHN R. THOMPSON. 
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Book Notices. 





CoMMERCIAL PRECEDENTS Selected from the Column of Replies and Decis 
ions of the New York Journal of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin, 
An Essential Work of Reference for Every Business Man. By Charles 
Putzel, A. B., B., of the New York Bar. Hartford: American 
Publishing Company, 1907. Pp. v, 776. 
This compilation embraces an immense volume of informa- 

tion covering the actual applied and every day usages of com- 

merce. The opinions given are based, as a rule, on common 
law, and where there is any statutory enactment which does not 
harmonize with the common law usage, the name is given of 
the State so that the work is available for reference for business 
men throughout the United States. The work is one of great 
practical value and there are but few questions likely to arise 
in the conduct of business which are not answered in this volume. 

Its compiler and editor, Charles Putzel, is a New York lawyer 

of wide experience and his compilation and editing have been 

well done, placing the immense amount of valuable material in 
the work in such form as to be readily available for reference. 


A Text Book or MatTerta MEDICA THFRAPEUTICS AND PHARMOCOLOGY. By 
George [F. Butler, Ph.G., M. D., Associate Professor of Therapeutics 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chicago; Professor of 
Medicine and Therapeutics, Dearborn Medical College, Chicago. Fifth 
edition, thoroughly revised and rewritten and adapted to the Eighth 
Revision of the U. S. Pharmacopeia, by Smith Ely Jelliffe, M. D., 
Ph.D., Professor of Pharmacognosy and Instructor in Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics in Columbia University (College of Physicians and 
Surgeons), New York. Philadelphia and London, W. B. Saunders 
Company. 

In the earlier editions this work has become well and favorably 
known to the medical profession of the United States. The 
present edition has been carefully revised and will be found 
valuable for reference by both pharmacists and physicians. The 
chapter on prescriptions is particularly good, and might with ad- 
vantage be studied by many physicians who have long since left 


college. 


CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. By 

v. Bunge, Professor of Physiological Chemistry in the 
University of Basel. Translated, with Additions, by R. H. Aders 
Plimmer, D.Sc. (Lond.), Assistant Professor of Physiological Chem- 
istry and Fellow of the University College, London. London and 
New York: 1907, Longmans, Green & Co. $2.00. 


The term organic chemistry, which was originally restricted 
in its application to what is now generally known as physiologi- 
cal chemistry, has come to be considered as the chemistry of 
the carbon compounds since Woehler produced urea by synthe- 
sis, thus restricting its significance in one direction and expand- 
ing it in another. The mass of information which has been ac- 
cumulated in the eighty years which have elapsed since the 
synthesis of urea was accomplished has made the chemistry of 
the carbon compounds so extensive a field as to place it quite 
beyond the scope of possibility for a student to master the whole 
subject without devoting his undivided attention to it. The 
medical curriculum has also been so expanded and is still grow- 
ing so that it would be a hopeless task for the medical student 
to endeavor to master the whole field of organic chemistry, and 
indeed he has not sufficient time for this branch of study even 
to enable him to select just those facts which have an imme- 
diate bearing on medicine. As a result of this condition or- 
ganic chemistry is neglected in our medical schools and Pro- 
fessor Bunge has performed an important service for medicine 
in the preparation of this series of lectures so as to include only 
as much of organic chemistry as is required for a proper com- 
prehension of physiology, pathology, pharmacology, etc. The 
lectures have been somewhat elaborated by Professor Plimmer. 
the translator, and his additions and transpositions add distinctly 
to the value of the volume. Though intended particularly for 
the medical student the work should prove of interest to phar- 
macists as furnishing in an epitomized form the important facts 
of a general character in this particular field of chemistry. The 
translation is well done, the facts are marshalled in a logical 
and readily comprehensible manner and the book will undoubt- 
edly prove of great service both to medical and to pharmaceuti- 
cal students, 


A Text-Book oF OrGANIC 
Dr. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usefulto the pharmacist in the prep- 


aration of his advertising matter. Specimensof current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 











Display. 

Many a good ad is spoiled by poor display. There is a need- 
less or an ill advised margin. There are capitals where lower 
case would be better. There are rules and borders that show 
up the printer’s stock, but not the druggist’s. 

Simplicity makes ads easier to read. The absence of typo- 
graphical furbelows is much to be desired. It is well for the 
advertiser in the newspaper to have a personal interview, if 
possible, with the man who sets up his advertisements, and ex- 
plain to him what the style should be. 


SPONGES 


FROM FLORIDA 
AND THE MEDITERRANEAN 











Tough Sheepwoo!l, 
Silky Bath and Baby 
Wearing Washrag. 


All kinds of Sponges; soft tex- 
ture, strong, close fiber; bleached 
and unbleached. We have never be- 
fore made such a good showing of 
sponges. We invite you to come 
here for your sponges. 


CHAMOIS 


All sizes and all prices. Very 


soft and durable. 


We want to convince you that our 
Drug Store is a good place to trade. 


RED CROSS 
PHARMACY 


Phone 933 








Phone 144 


Free delivery—Night 
swered. 


calls an- 


Talking it over in a friendly way, asking the printer’s advice 
and taking it when you can and not scorning it at any time, will 
make the workman anxious to get the effects you desire. A cigar 
or two will not come amiss to keep the wheels of care well oiled. 

Of course the printer is not always to blame, for the drug- 
gist a good many times does not himself know what he wants 
and it is a wonder that the men in the composing room get as 
good results as they do when the condition of much of their 
copy is considered. 

The sponge ad that is shown in this article illustrates one 
wav in which a heading may be made less readable and attrac- 
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tive by poor display. If the rules were left out and a sinple 
gothic 


Sponges. 
headed the ad with the “From Florida and the Mediterranean” 
in lower case italics beneath a little way, the effect would be 
improved 50 percent. Of course it is needless to say that prices 
ought to have been given. We have said that until we are al- 
most ashamed to mention it again. 


A Good Ad Spoiled in the Setting. 


It is even more important that the matter displayed be right 
than that the manner of display shall be so. The ‘‘Naturally” 
ad, for instance, of the Randel Drug Company. Why “Natural- 
ly?” Why not “Artificially ?”” What idea does “Naturally” con- 
vey to the mind of the passing reader? Does it lead him to 
say to himself “Ah, there is something that I am interested in. 
I will read it?” 

Wouldn't “Chocolate Lovers This Way!” attract more at- 
tention and be more to the point? 


NATURALLY 


_ The Hot Chocolate business flocks to our store. From our_pre- 
vious record in serving Chocolate drinks, such as Chocolate Soda. 
Egg Chocolate, etc., the public have become posted as to where 
to get good Chocolate drinks. 

Now that the Hot Chocolate season is on we are getting big 


results. 
If you are not familiar with the quality of the drinks we serve, 
step in at our store and try some of our Hot Chocolate, with 


whipped crcam and reception flakes. 
e sell it 5 cents the cup. 
30th hot and cold drinks served all winter. 
RANDEL DRUG CO. 

oth and Main. Open Until Midnight 

In the “SPICES to the ladies” ad of Mr. Tracy the printer 
indulged his natural iniquitous propensities to the full. To be 
sure the talk in the ad ought to be a little more in conversational 
style, a little less pedantic and it ought to contain a list of spices 
with their prices, but that does not excuse the display. 

Mr. Tracy is paying for space enough to say all that he wants 
to say and in the most attractive way. It looks to us like a waste 
of money to pay the printer for his geometrical fantasies: 


SPICES. TO THE LADIES. 

Permit us to call your attention to SQUIBB’S PURE SPICES, 
which we now include in our stock. | ; 

Spices are a most important addition to food, to which they lend 
not only a pleasant flavor, but impart a distinct dietetic value. The 
strength, flavor and taste of spices depend largely, in most cases 
wholly, upon the volatile oil contained in them. Consequently, if 
the oil be deficient in quantity or lacking entirely, the spice is pro- 
portionately inferior. rdinary gg are widely adulterated, not 
only by the removal of the volatile oil, but by the addition of for- 
eign, inert, harmful, ingredients; all for the purpose of cheapen- 
ing the product and rendering it most profitable to the seller. 

Squibb’s Spices are Absolutely Pure and for many years have en- 
joyed the highest reputation for excellence among those who have 
employed them. We want you to make a trial of these spices. 

Hoping ‘to elicit your interest and to. receive your patronage in 
this ‘direction, we remain, 

J. J. TRACY, 
Drugeist, 

Goldman's announcement occupied the centre of a space meas- 
uring about ten inches wide by 5 high. It was tastefully set up, 
but why not tell something about the location. Elkhart, Ind., 
where the store is situated, is a good sized town. Some might 
not know just where Goldman’s store is, for we infer that it is 
a new store and not an old one rebuilt. 

GOLDMAN’S DRUG STORE 
is now complete and will be open for business tomorrow morning, Saturday, 
November 30, when we will be glad to see both old and new customers. 
You are cordially invited to come in and see our new store. 
GOLDMAN’S DRUG STORE 


Change Ads. Frequently. 

When a druggist, or any one else, advertises, he practically 
talks with those who read his ads, and he should have these 
advertising talks at least as interesting as his verbal remarks, 
which he passes over the counter about the weather. A customer 
would soon weary of the same remark week after week for 
months and years, and he gets equally wearied of the same 
announcement in the paper for a corresponding time, or else is 
unimpressed.—Printers’ Ink. 
































AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
WHOLESALERS AND MANUFACTURERS WANT STATE 
PURE DRUG LAW MODIFIED. 





Object to Variance From National Food and Drug Law in Rela- 
tion to Absolute Conformity With Standards Laid Down in 
U. S. P. and N. F.—No Agreement Reached at Either of 
Two Recent Conferences of New York State Board Members, 
Legislative Committee of New York State Ph. A. and Job- 
bers—Bill May Be Modified Later. 





Although it was hoped that an amicable and _ satisfactory 
agreement on the proposed pure drug law for New York State 
would be reached at a conference of members of the wholesale 
and retail drug trade throughout the State which was held last 
Monday afternoon in Albany, no final settlement of the problem 
has yet been reached. It is believed, however, that by making a 
few concessions to the wholesale interests, the New York State 
Board of Pharmacy and legislative committee of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association, which are advocating this drug 
bill, will be able to secure the united support of all interests in 
urging its passage by the Assembly and State Senate during 
the present session. 

The bill was drafted by W. L. Perkins, the attorney for the 
legislative committee of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association, in accordance with instructions to prepare such a 
measure given at the association’s convention in the Thousand 
Islands last June. It differs from the national food and drug 
law in one especially noticeable particular. This difference lies 
in a section which defines the terms of adulteration or mis- 
branding within the meaning of the act. The national law estab- 
lishes the standard set by the United States Pharmacopoeia and 
National Formulary, but provides that no goods shall be deemed 
adulterated or misbranded if the label on the package bears a 
true description of its contents. The proposed State bill, how- 
ever, makes no exceptions and permits of no deviation from 
the standards established by the U. S. P. and N. F. It is this 
failure of the State bill to conform to the national law’s more 
liberal provisions upon which the wholesale and manufacturing 
drug trade bases its principal objection to the measure in its 
present form. This very feature, however, has the support of a 
considerable following of the retail trade and of the mem- 
bers of the New York State Board of Pharmacy. 

The wholesale and manufacturing interests maintain that the 
enforcement of such a State law would compel them to abandon 
special preparations which they believe are superior to many of 
those described in the U. S. P. and N. F. and would compel them 
to make all of their preparations in accordance with the standards 
fixed in these national authorities, which would be equivalent 
to forcing them to perpetuate only the existing preparations 
and preventing them from making any progress toward better 
preparations. The manufacturing drug trade is especially op- 


- posed to being compelled to throw aside the preparations which 


experience has demonstrated to be far more desirable in many 
ways than similar preparations described in the N. F., which 
in many instances were suggested by the popularity of numerous 
special or secret preparations. 

The manufacturing and wholesale drug trade, therefore, is 
inclined to demand a modification of the proposed bill by means 
of which it shall provide that no drug defined in the United 
States Pharmacopceia or in the National Formulary shall be 
deemed to be adulterated under the provisions of the act if the 
standard of strength, quality or purity of the ingredients be stated 
on the container, even though such standard may differ from 
that of the national authorities. Exceptions to this exemption, 
however, are suggested by the stipulation that the provisions of 
this exemption clause as to strength and purity shall not apply 
to the official preparations of arsenic, camphor, iodine, mag- 
nesia, mercury, nux vomica and opium, which must not differ 
from the tests mentioned in the standard authorities. 

Though the Board of Pharmacy and New York State Phar- 
maceutical Association committee did not appear inclined at 
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either of their recent conferences with the manufacturing and 
wholesale interests to make this amendment, it is probable that 
some such modification will be made at a meeting of sub- 
committees representing all three organizations which will be 
held within the near future, so that the bill will receive the 
united support of all sections of the drug trade when it is 
presented before the Assembly. 

Ten representatives of the wholesale and manufacturing drug 
interests attended the latest conference with the Board mem- 
bers and New York State Pharmaceutical Association commit- 
tee in Albany. They were Thomas P. Cook, chairman of the 
Drug Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation and manager of the New York Quinine & Chem- 
ical Works; Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co.; Albert Plaut, 
of Lehn & Fink; Dr. William Jay Schieffelin, of Schieffelin & 
Co.; Charles F. Sprague, of Sharp & Dohme; Frank E. Holli- 
day, general representative of the N. W. D. A.; Dr. H. C. 
Lovis, of Seabury & Johnson; C. M. Woodruff, of Parke, Davis 
& Co.; William Gibson, of Walker & Gibson, of Albany, and 
James F. Cowee. All of the members of the New York Board 
of Pharmacy were present, as well as the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association legislative committeemen. 

The representatives of the wholesale and manufacturing drug 
trade from New York met the other jobbers in Albany and pro- 
ceeded to the Capitol with them. At the Capitol, the whole- 
salers and manufacturers found the members of the Board of 
Pharmacy in session in the Assembly’s parlor. The Board 
courteously adjourned its deliberations at noon for five minutes 
in order to welcome the visiting jobbers and manufacturers 
whom it had invited to the conference. The Board members 
then arranged to hold the conference with the jobbers and 
manufacturers at 2:30 p. m. 


Jobbers and Manufacturers in Opposition. 

When Mr. Perkins read the proposed pure drug bill, all the 
conferees were unanimous in their approval of it until the 
section was reached wherein the vital difference between it and 
the national law was discovered. Thereupon every representa- 
tive of the jobbing and manufacturing trade expressed his dis- 
approval. It was obvious, however, that the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association committee, which had been charged with 
drafting the bill, had acted in good faith and from a sense of 
duty to the public and its obligation to the association which 
had instructed it as to the character of the bill it was to frame. 
The manufacturers and jobbers explained the difficulties and 
complications which might arise if there was any material devia- 
tion in the New York State law from the provisions of the 
national law. Their line of argument was taken up systemat- 
ically by the representatives of the different interests, and many 
of the points presented by them proved a revelation to the 
Board members and State Pharmaceutical Association commit- 
teemen. Among other things mentioned by the jobbers was 
the fact that no less than seventy-two welf recognized and gen- 
erally accepted drugs and pharmaceuticals vary greatly from the 
standards laid down in the U. S. P. Under the proposed law, 
the jobbers added, these drugs and pharmaceuticals would have 
to be abandoned. On one point, however, all the conferees were 
united; that was the desire to place the enforcement of the 
proposed State law’s provisions in the hands of the Board of 
Pharmacy. 

The Initial Conference. 

Before the Albany conference was held, a similar conference 
was called by the legislative committee of the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association in the rooms of the New York Board of 
Trade and Transportation. This initial conference was attended 
by various local retail association members and also by mem- 
bers of the Drug Trade Section of the Board of Trade and 
Transportation. At this conference, Mr. McBride explained that, 
before introducing the proposed pure drug bill into the State 
legislature, it had been thought proper to consult the interests 
of other branches of the drug trade. 
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the sections in the proposed pure drug bill to which the 
wholesale and retail drug interests are still opposed follow: 


Section 6. Section 197 of the Public Health Law is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

Section 197. Adulteration, misbranding and substitution of drugs, 
chemicals and medicines 

Subdivision 1. The term drug, as used in this chapter shall include 
all medicines and preparations recognized in either the United States 
Pharmacopoeia or the National Formulary for internal or external use; any 
substance or mixture of substances intended to be used for the cure, miti- 
gation or prevention of disease of either man vr other animals; and ail 
poisons. (Unless otherwise prescribed for or specified by the customer, all 
pharmaceutical preparations sold or dispensed in any pharmacy, dispensary, 
store or place shall be of the standard strength, quality and purity es- 
tablished by the latest edition of the United States Pharmacopeeai) 

Subdivision 2. A drug shall be deemed to be adulterated (a) If, 
when sold under or by a name recognized in the United States Pharmaco- 
poeta, or National Formulary, it dsffers from the standard of strength, 
quality, or purity as determined by the test laid down or formula given in 
the United States Pharmacopoeia or National Formulary official at the 
time of investigation: provided, that no crude drug detined in the United 
States Pharmacopoeia shall be deemed to be adulterated under this pro- 
vision if the standard of strength. quality or purity be plainly stated upon 
the bottle, box or other container thereof, although the standard may 
differ from that determined: by the test laid down in the United States 
Pharmacopieia. (b) If, when soid under or by a name not recognized in 
the United States Pharmacopoeia or National Formulary, but which is 
found m some other standard work on pharmacy or materia medica, it 
differs materially from the standard of strength, quality or purity laid 
down in such other standard work. (c) !f its strength or purity fall below 
the professed standard or quality under whitch it ts sold. (d) If it con- 
tain methyl or wood alcohol in any of the forms thereof or any methylated 
preparation made therefrom. (Every proprietor of a wholesale or retail 
drug store, pharmacy, or other place where drugs, medicines or chemicals 
are sold, shall be held responsible for the quality and strength of all drugs, 
chemicals or medicines sold or dispensed by him except those sold in original 
packages of the manufacturer, and those articles or preparations known as 
patent or proprietary medicines.) 

Subdivision 3. A drug shall be deemed to be misbranded: (a) If the 
package or label thereof shall bear any statement, design or device which 
shall be false or misleading, in any particuiar regarding the drug or the 
ingredients or substances contained therein, or as to the state, territory 
or country in which it is manufactured or produced. (b) If it be an 
imitation of or offered for sale under the name of another substance. (c) 
If the contents of the package as originally put up shall have been re- 
moved in whole or in part and other contents shall have beeen placed in 
such package, or if the. package fai! to bear a statement on the label of the 
percentage by volume of alcohol and the quantity or proportion of mors 
phine, opium (cocaine), herein (alpha or beta cucaine), chloroform, canabis 
indica, chloral hydrate or acetantlide, or any derivatwe or preparation of 
any such substances contained therein, such proportion to be expressed in 
minims or grains and fractional parts of a grain to each fluid ounce or in 
the case of solid preparations to each avotwrdupois ounce. Such informa- 
tion shall be stamped or printed in type, easily to be read and so displayed 
as to be conspicuous, of a size not smaller than that known as eight point 
(brevier) capitals. Provided that in case the size of package will not per- 
mit the use of said type the said size of type may be reduced proportion- 
ately. Where alcohol is used as a solvent or preservative, or for any 
other purpose, it is to be deemed as contained in the drug within the mean- 
ing of this article, and the drugs above ‘nentioned or specified shall be 
described by their common or English names. Provided, that nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to apply te the making up and dispensing 
of medicinal compounds on a writien prescription by a legally authorized 
and registered physician, dentist or veterinarian, for the individual use 
of the one for whom such prescription was made by such physician, dentist 
or veterinarian, said prescription to be kept on file by the dispensing phar- 
macist, nor to preparations listed in the pharmacopoeia of the United 
States or the National Formulary, which are in accordance therewith, and 
sold under the name by which they are recognized therein and not sold 
under a proprietary name or trade-mark. ee 

Subdivision (3). 4. Any person who shall (knowingly, wilfully cr 
fraudulently, falsity,) misbrand or adulterate any drug, medical substance 
or preparation, authorized or recognized in «he said Pharmacopeeia, or used 
oer intended to be used in medical practice or shall knowingly (wilfully o1 
fraudulently) offer for sale, sell or cause the same to be sold, shalf be 
guilty of a misdemeanor; all drugs, medical substances, or preparations so 
falsified or adulterated, shall be torfeited to the board and by the board 
destroyed. i ss : 

In their advocacy of the proposed State pure drug bill, the 


members of the Legislative Committee maintain that the primary 
object of the measure is to protect the public against either wilful 
or. unintentional misrepresentation of drugs and drug prepara- 
tions. They contend that there must be a fixed standard of 
strength and purity, and that this standard must be observed 
strictly and without variance of any kind in order to protect the 
public, which, ignorant of even the elements of materia medica 
and therapeutics, buys drugs and drug preparations only by their 
common English names and without even considering or observ- 
ing any statements of deviation from the recognized national 
standards which may appear on the containers. 

As the main point of objection to the proposed bill now ad- 
vanced by the manufacturers lies in the fact that they wish to 
continue using their own special vehicles in place of those named 
and specified in the N. F. and U. S. P., the State Legislative 
Committee has consented to modify the bill in this respect, so 
that different vehicles may be used in drug preparations sold 
under the N. F. and U. S. P. names, provided that such prepara- 
tions contain the same chief drug ingredients or constituents as 
those specified in the N. F. and U. S. P., and that these drug 
ingredients comply with the standards specified in the national 
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authorities. It is understood generally that the wholesale and 
manufacturing drug trade will consent to aid the passage of the 
bill if this amendment is included. 


NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY’S ANNUAL 
MEETING. 





Decides to Prosecute Physicians Who Sell Cocaine Prescriptions In- 
discriminately—Reports of Officers and Committees Read— 
Moderate Decrease Shown in Percentage of Deficient Samples 
Collected by Committee on Adulteration and Substitution. 


The annual meeting of the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy was held on Monday, January 6, in the Assembly parlor 
in the Capitol at Albany, N. Y. At this gathering the annual 
reports of the officers and special committees were submitted 
and approved and numerous subjects interesting to pharma- 
cists discussed. The members of the board decided to do their 
utmost to prosecute all physicians who are beginning to make a 
practice of selling indiscriminately prescriptions for cocaine for 
an almost nominal fee. 

The first intimation which the board, as a whole, had of the 
existence of such dishonorable practices of physicians came from 
the members of the Middle Branch, who reported that in a cer- 
tain part of their territory doctors were beginning to sell cocaine 
prescriptions to habitues of the drug and other users for 25 cents 
apiece. After discussing the ways and means for devising an 
adequate remedy for this growing evil, the members of the 
board authorized the members of the Middle Branch to confer 
with the district and prosecuting attorneys in the counties in 
which this evasion of the State cocaine law was being practised 
and urge upon such public officers the necessity for bringing 
criminal actions against such offenders. 


Adulteration Statistics. 

One of the most interesting reports submitted at the meeting 
was the annual report of the committee on adulteration and and 
substitution of the Eastern Branch of the board. The report 
showed a moderate decrease in the adulteration of drugs and 
drug preparations of all descriptions. In all, the report stated, 
3,594 samples had been collected from pharmacists and other 
dealers engaged in business within the confines of Greater New 
York. Of the total number of samples collected by the commit- 
tee, 3,400 were subjected to analysis by the chemist of the East- 
ern Branch for the purpose. Of the 3,400 samples so analyzed, 
3.577 were tested for the purpose of ascertaining whether they 
met the official requirements of strength and purity, while 23 
were analyzed for the purpose of establishing identity. 

Of the total number of samples collected, 194 were taken to 
be used as evidence and did not require analysis. The analysis 
of the Eastern Branch’s chemist showed that 3,007 of the 3,377 
samples examined had met the official requirements and were of 
standard strength and purity, while only 370 were not up to 
standard. The number of samples collected from pharmacists 
and analyzed by the Eastern Board’s chemist was 3,368, and the 
number of samples collected from other sources and analyzed 
for quality was 9. It was found that only 361 of the samples 
collected from pharmacists were deficient in some way, while 
all of the 9 samples collected from other dealers were deficient. 
The percentage of deficient samples collected and analyzed in‘ 
1907 therefore was 10.72, or .08 less than the percentage of such 
deficient samples in 1906, which was 10.80. 

In an examination and analysis of 2,394 samples for methyl 
alcohol this poisonous spirit was discovered in 16 samples, mak- 
ing the percentage of samples containing methyl alcohol only .67, 
a decrease of 1.27 when compared with the percentage found to 
contain methyl alcohol in 1906, which was 1.94. In the analysis 
of 86 samples of tincture of iodine, it was found that 2 samples 
contained methyl alcohol, but were not deficient in iodine con- 
tent, while 2 contained methyl alcohol and also were deficient in 
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iodine content and 82 were deficient in their iodine content only. 
In 36 samples of spirit of camphor, there were containing methyl 
alcohol and not deficient in camphor, content; 1 was discovered 
containing methyl alcohol and also deficient in camphor content, 
and 35 were found to be deficient in camphor content only. The 
preparations in which methyl alcohol was found were soap lini- 


ment, of which 5 such samples were discovered; tincture of 


arnica, of which 2 samples were found; tincture of iodine, of 
which there were 4 samples; spirit of camphor, of which there 
was only 1 sample, and tincture of benzoin, of which there were 
4 samples. 

The members of the board who prepared this report—Dr. 
George C. Diekman, Charles B. Sears and James A. Lockie—also 
described the manner in which the samples were coilected. The 
part of their report devoted to this subject reads as follows: 

All samples are obtained through the agency of the inspectors 
of the board. These inspectors are instructed to make all pur- 
chases in the customary manner, without resorting to subterfuge 
of any kind. Payment is made for every article purchased, In 
every instance a portion of the article purchased is placed in a 
container, furnished by the board, which, after proper sealing, 
is left in the possession of the person making the sale. This 
enables the seller, in the event it is alleged that the article pur- 
chased does not comply with official requirements, to have the 
same subjected to analysis, independent of that conducted by the 
board, and under like conditions. Many persons have availed 
themselves of this opportunity. It is to be noted that in almost 
every instance where such supplementary analysis was made the 
results did not differ materially from such as were reported by 
the chemist of the board. 

That portion of the sample purchased which is not left in the 
possession of the seller, after being properly sealed, is delivered 
to the chemist without undue delay. The latter, in turn, after com- 
pletion of the analysis, transmits his findings to the board. A 
comparison of this latest or 1907 report with that for the previous 
year will show that, while a greater number of samples were 
collected and analyzed, the percentage of samples not complying 
with requirements is less. This is especially to be noted in the 
case of methyl alcohol, which was found in only a fractional 
percentage of the samples under observation during 1907. It is 
only proper to say that in most instances where deviations from 
official standards were found to exist, such were not the result 
of attempted fraud upon the public, either by the employment of 
cheap substitutes or by the use of a lesser quantity of some one 
constituent of a preparation. In many of these instances the fault 
lies in the lack of proper supervision of such as are delegated to 
manufacture the preparations offered for sale. Nevertheless, the 
board felt that a penalty should be imposed in such cases, 
although no intent to defraud was shown. 


Following is a detailed tabulation of the results of the 
analyses, as shown by the reports received from the chemist: 














Not Number 
a Standard. Standard. Examined 
Compuor lininient ... 2.00665. 600026 532 101 633 
hloroform liniment ............... 392 73 465 
SME INIA TINY 535s ava ves ease 241 5 246 
STOR SET 1) ae ee 362 36 398 
Spirit of nitrous ether............. Ii 0 II 
eS a nT ee eee 523 86 609 
MMBOUHES OF DENZOIN 6666 0.0.5 005 6015610 308 4 312 
BaMOrUre OF MYIT.... 2.2.0 0000000. 309 o 309 
AROMAT OL, OPA. 05.05.0590 0s -o04is 4 I 5 
Tincture of nux vomica............ 10 0 II 
Solution of hydrogen dioxide....... 36 2 38 
Solution of magnesium citrate...... 166 5! 317 
Tincture of arnica..............+-- 2 2 44 
Wine of beef and iron............. I 0 I 
Magnesium citrate (effervescent).... o 5 5 
Saginm DOTake ...25.00000% See ewr ° 4 4 
S¥TUP OF 1POCAl .. 5. ss cceseqesece. 66 0 66 
Fluidextract of ipecac ........2.0:: 3 ° 3 
GEE a Wsidncsaceaa deincksa cs 3,007 370 $377 
Summary. 
Total number of samples analyzed 
Number found standard ........... oe 3,007 
SUMMERS, RHETT, CIONOIOHE So Nia ais 6b cio 550.0405 se tesisee sconce 370 
Number analyzed to establish identity...............e000. 23 
PUM, epee aoe iw ik ay a aa edo 5 aa AA a aw Win sR ee Bo weer ema 3,400 3,400 
Number of samples collected from pharmacists and analyzed........ 3.368 
Number of samples collected from other sources and analyzed...... 9 
Ce Sete Ls dia RRR Sheek eeeen ess 39377 
Number of deficient samples, pharmacists.............eeeeeeeceeeeee 361 
Number of deficient samples, other dealers..........c.eceeeseeeeeees 9 
ee a ee ee ee ee er ee ee rere 370 
Percentage of deficient samples, 1906..........eccceccescccceccsees 10.80 
Percentage Of deficient SOMPpleS, 1907... .00scrcceviccccesvacesesse 10.72 
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Officers of the New York State Board of Pharmacy. 

At the annual election of officers of the board, Judson B. 
Todd, of Ithaca, formerly first vice president, was elected presi- 
dent of the general board, to succeed George Reimann. Dr. 
William Muir, of Brooklyn, was chosen first vice president, to 
succeed Mr. Todd; Herbert M. Groves, of Batavia, was elected 
second vice-president, to succeed Dr. Muir, and Warren L. Bradt, 
of Albany, was re-elected secretary-treasurer. Clarence O. Bige- 








JUDSON B. TODD, 


low was re-elected chairman of the Eastern Branch, and Joseph 
Weinstein was re-elected secretary of that branch. Byron M. 
Hyde, of Rochester, was elected chairman of the Middle Branch, 
to succeed Mr. Todd, and Mr. Bradt was re-elected secretary of 
that branch. John C. Kreiger, of Saiamanca, was re-elected 
chairman of the Western Branch, and George Reimann was re- 
elected secretary of that branch. 


—~— 





Pharmacies Registered During the Year. 

The report submitted by Warren L. Bradt, secretary-treasurer 
of the board, showed that the 4,349 certificates for pharmacies 
had been granted during 1907, while 22 certificates and 739 per- 
mits had been issued. A table showing the exact figures of each 
of the three branches follows: 


a Pharmacies. Drug Stores. Permits. 
Bastern Branch 2. ..ccscccscses 2,538 2 I 
MSGGIe BPANCH icc ccsisiccess 1,408 12 618 
WOME TANG jo. ccicciciscecsswss 403 8 103 
Mr ie iena ans ewaeins 4,349 22 739 


This report also stated that 240 male apprentices and 11 
female apprentices were registered during the last year, and that 
375 former board licenses for pharmacists and 1 such license for 
a druggist were exchanged for all State certificates. There also 
were 16 duplicate certificates issued in lieu of those lost or de- 
stroyed and 11 substitute certificates. 


The Report of the Committee on Inspection, 

Complaints and prosecutions for the year ended December 31, 
1907, showed that in the Eastern Branch 2,912 pharmacies, 43 
general stores, and 83 towns and cities had been visited, while in 
the Middle Branch 859 pharmacies, 245 general stores, and 273 
towns and cities had been visited, and in the Western Branch 
26 pharmacies, 48 general stores, and 30 towns and cities had 
been visited. 
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In its list of prosecutions the board reports for the Ea-tern 
Branch II convictions on criminal prosecutions, 2 cases pending, 
and $575 in fines collected. For the Eastern Branch, the board 
also reports that one prosecution resulted in a conviction and a 
sentence of thirty days’ imprisonment. For the Middle Branch, 
the board reports 2 convictions on criminal prosecutions and 
$75 in fines collected. In cases settled out of court, the Eastern 
Branch reports 236 cases of pharmacists and 5 of other dealers, 
with fines of $6,650 collected; the Middle Branch reports 57 cases 
of pharmacists, 3 of other dealers, and $1,925 in fines collected, 
and the Western Branch reports 7 cases of pharmacists, 4 of 
other dealers, and $300 in fines collected. In civil prosecutions, 
the Eastern Branch reports 56 cases of pharmacists and 28 pend- 
ing, with $1,633 in fines collected. 


The Financial Statement of 


all of the branches of the board for the year ended December 
31, 1907, showed total receipts of $18,842.97 for the Eastern 
Branch, $9,292.50 for the Middle Branch, and $2,652.95 for the 
Western Branch. Total expenditures involved the full $18,842.97 
for the Eastern Branch, $9,302.13 for the Middle Branch, and 
$2,563.80 for the Western Branch, so that the latter two branches 
had deficiencies of $9.63 and 85 cents, respectively. 

The complete financial statement of the general board showed 
receipts of $4,586.82 and expenditures of $4,956.81, ieaving cash 
on hand on December 31, 1907, amounting to only $630.01. 





Alcoholic Medicinal Preparations That Are Taxable. 


A recent ruling of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
enumerates the alcoholic medicinal preparations for the sale of 
which special tax is required. The ruling forms part of internal 
revenue circular 713, dated Washington, D. C., December 3, 1907. 
The circular reads: 

To collectors of internal revenue and revenue agents: 

For your guidance is published the subjoined list of alcoholic 
medicinal preparations, which have been analyzed by this office 
and classed as compound liquors under the ruling in T. D. 1251, 
and for sales of which the special tax of liquor dealer is required. 

lt must be clearly understood, however, that the list here given 
is not exclusive, and does not purport to give the names of all 
the preparations for the sale of which special tax is or may be 
required, but embraces only those which have been analyzed by 
this office and held to be insufficiently medicated to render them 
unsuitable for use as a beverage. The names of a number of 
preparations which have been held in previous rulings and letters 
to be suitable for such use, the manufacture of which has been 


discontinued or the formulas so modified as to change their classi- * 


fication, are omitted. 

For the sale, subsequent to January 1, 1908, of any of the 
preparations here given, or of any other preparations which do 
not come within the requirements of the law as to medication, 
as interpreted in T. D. 1251, special tax will be required, even 
though such sale is made in good faith for medicinal purposes. 

The question of the proper classification of the various malt 
extracts now on the market is still under consideration, and the 
conclusion, when reached, will be announced in a later circular. 
Collectors are directed to place a copy of this circular in the 
hands of every druggist in their districts who has not already 
paid special tax as retail liquor dealer. 


Angostura Aromatic Tincture Bit- Dick’s Nutritive Elixir. 

ters. Dr. Dade’s Blackberry Cordial. 
Aroma Stomach Bitters. Dr. Bouvier’s Buchu Gin. 
Atwood’s La Grippe Specific. Dr. Fowler’s Meat and Malt. 
Augauer Bitters.’ Dr. Gray’s Tonic Bitters. : 
Augauer Kidney-Aid. Dr. Hortenbach’s Stomach Bitters. 
Belvedere Stomach Bitters. Dr. Worme’s Gesundheit Bitters. 
Ronekamp Stomach Bitters. Dr. Rattinger’s Bitters. 


Duffy’s Malt Whiskey. 

Ducro’s Alimentary Elixir. 

Gilbert’s Rejuvenating Iron and 
Herb Juice. 

Ginger Tonic. 

Ginseng Cordial. 

Green’s Chill Tonic. 


Roonekamp Bitters. ‘ ‘ 
Brown’s Aromatic Cordial Bitters. 
Brown’s Vin Nerva Tonic. 
Botanic Bitters. 

Cinchona Bitters. 

Clifford’s Cherry Cure. 

Cooper’s Nerve Tonic. n’s ( ’ 
Cuban Gingeric Harrison’s Quinine Tonic. ; 
Dandelion Bitters. Jerome’s Dandelion Stomach Bit- 
De Witt’s Stomach Bitters. ters. 


AND 
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Jones’ Stomach Bitters. Old Dr. Scroggin’s Bitters. 


Juni-Kola. Panama Bitters. 

K. K. K. Rockandy Cough Cure. 
Katarno. Royal Pepsin Tonic. 

Kudros. _ Scheetz Bitter Cordial. 
Lemon Ginger. Smith’s Bitters. 

Laxa Bark Tonic. U-Go. 

Magen Bitters. Uncle Josh’s Dyspepsia Cure. 
Meta Multa. Warner’s Stomach Bitters. 


Obermueller’s Bitters. Westphalia Stomach Bitters. 


William’s Kidney Relief. 


Registered in North Carolina. 


At a meeting of the North Carolina Board of Pharmacy, 
held at Raleigh, on Tuesday, November 26, the following named 
candidates for license to practice pharmacy passed successful 
examinations—viz: W. H. Horne, New Bern; R. R. Herring, 
Oxford; H. S. Overman, Elizabeth City; R. J. Sykes, Greens- 
boro; N. A. Porter, Tarboro; D. N. Middleton, Goldsboro; 
N. A. Smith, Charlotte; W. Griffith, Hendersonville; C. W. 
Ashcraft, Mount Airy, A. R. Richardson, Wendell; H. A. Riggs, 
Durham; R. T. Fulghum, Kenly; W. M. Pinnix, Kernersville; 
J R. Davis, Henderson; R. D. Riggan, Raleigh; R. P. Lyon, 
Rockingham; T. S. Chandler, Virgilina, Va.; L. W. Richardson, 
Kenly; W. E. Lewis, Raleigh; S. T. James (colored), Rich- 
mond, Va.; T. C. Drake (colored), Greensboro. 

The next meeting of the board will be held in the Atlantic 
Hotel at Morehead City, Tuesday, July 6, 1908, at 9 a. m. 


RECENT INCORPORATIONS. 

The Liberty Compound Company, of New York, capitalized 
at $15,000, with Frank D. Creamer and J. S. Jones, of Brooklyn, 
as directors. 

The Dickinson Drug Company, of Hartford, Conn., has been 
organized by J. Williams Marsland and Carl S. Ramsay. 

Pound-Kincannon-Elkins Company, of Tupelo, Miss., capital- 
ized at $10,000, with R. L. Pound, V. C. Kincannon and T. F. 
Elkins as directors. 

Standard Remedy Company, of Augusta, Me., organized for 
the purpose of manufacturing and dealing in drugs and chemicals, 
capitalized at $15,000. The officers are president, L. A. Ingalls, 
and treasurer, T. J. Pike. 

W. H. Bell Medicine Company, of St. Louis, Mo., capitalized 
at $50,000, with the following stockholders: Michael L. Houts, 
Fannie J. G. Raymond, Harley E. Houts, Otto Matthews, and 
Henry S. Spangler. 

The Sand & Sumter Drug Company, of Nashville, Tenn., with 
a capital of $15,000, filed its charter December 21, 1907. The in- 
corporators are: J. R. Sand, J. Rhea Sumter, John E. Shelton, 
B. P. Moore, and John Goode. 

Lush Pharmacy, Hempstead, N. Y., capitalized at $10,000, with 
the following incorporators: Frank H. Boyd, Daisy L. Boyd, and 
Carman R. Lush. 

Turck Manufacturing Company, Brooklyn, with capital of 
$25,000. The directors are: Marius Turck, of Brooklyn, and 
H. M. Johnson and J. F. Meyer, of New York. 

LeSage Quality Drug Stores has been granted certificate of 
incorporation with a capital stock of $3,000. The following are 
the stockholders: George L. LeSage and Nina J. LeSage, of 
Jamaica, and Robert J. Roby, sr., of White Plains. 

The Mishawaka Medicine Company has been organized with 
capital of $12,000, the stockholders being Fred M. Barrows, 
Fred E. Barrows, A. L. Gray, Gilbert B. Pride, Edward Wendt, 
Herman Schiffler and Ralph H. Jernegan. 

Becker Model Prescription Pharmacy, Stapleton, S. I., N. Y., 
capitalized at $10,000. Incorporators: Ulrich W. Becker, Rudolph 
Lauer and Charles C. Becker. 

The Latona Drug Company, of Baltimore, was chartered last 
Tuesday in Dover, Del., with a capital stock of $500,000. The 
incorporators are W. G. Meechine, J. Taylor Albert and Isaac 
Solomon, all of Baltimore. These are names that have not here- 
tofore figured in the drug trade of the Monumental City. 
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Obituary. 


PETER T. AUSTEN. 

At the age of fifty-six Peter Townsend Austen, the well 
known chemist and expert, died at his home in New York, 
December 31, 1907, from an intestinal trouble from which he had 
been suffering for some time previously. The deceased had a 
large acquaintance among pharmacists. He was educated at 
private schools, the Columbia School of Mines, and the Univer- 
sity of Berlin, received the degree of Ph.B. from Columbia Uni- 
versity and of Ph.D. from the University of Zurich, and became 
an instructor of chemistry at Dartmouth College, professor of 
chemistry at Rutgers College, and also professor of chemistry 
at the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. Among the important 
places he had filled were chemist to the Richmond County Board 
of Health, Newark Aqueduct Board, Jersey City Board of 
Public Works, New Brunswick (N. J.) Board of Health, New- 
ark (N. J.) Board of Health, and the New Jersey State Board 
of Agriculture. He was a member of the Mayflower Society, the 
American, English, French, German, and Russian chemical 
societies, and the Association for the Advancement of Science, 
and was the author of several works on chemistry. He is sur- 
vived by his widow, Ellen Middleton Munroe, to whom he was 
married at Staten Island in 1878, and three children—William, 
Elizabeth Patty, and Oswald Townsend. 


AND 











ALFRED B. 


SCOTT. 

Alfred B. Scott, of Scott & Bowne, manufacturers of Scott’s 
Emulsion, died at his residence in Switzerland, on January 8, 
at the age of sixty-two. Mr. Scott was born in Montgomery, 
Orange County, N. Y., and educated in the local academy. His 
first business experience was as’a salesman in his father’s hard- 
ware store in Middletown. He then traveled for A. D. Puffer 
& Sons, manufacturers of soda water apparatus, and later organ- 
ized the retail drug firm of Scott, Platt & Co., opening a store 
at the corner of Twenty-ninth street and Broadway, New York. 
This firm launched several specialties, and in 1874 the firm was 
dissolved, Henry B. Platt taking Platt’s Chlorides, and Scott & 
Bowne taking over Scott’s Emulsion of Codliver Oil. This 
preparation soon won a high place in the public esteem, and the 
purchases of codliver oil by the firm became so large as to make 
them of primary importance in the Norwegian codliver oil 
market. In 1805 the business of the firm was divided into two 
branches, one of which had headquarters in New York and 
retained control of North and South America, the other, with 
headquarters in London, controlling the business for the balance 
of the world. Mr. Bowne took as his share the American busi- 
ness, Mr. Scott taking the foreign business, and making his resi- 
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dence in London, where he organized a company, of which he 
retained 65 percent. The foreign business prospered remarkably, 
and out of the profits accruing from it Mr. Scott was enabled to 
amass a large fortune, which he invested in various enterprises, 
among which were the reorganization of the tramway system 
of Buenos Aires and the maintenance of a line of steamers 
between Trinidad and Venezuela. He was also a large stock- 
holder in the subway system of London and owned much real 
estate in New York. His residence, Le Bocage, on the banks of 
Lake Geneva, in Switzerland, was once the home of Don Carlos 
and of the Duchess of Clermont-Tonnerre, and was one of the 
show places on the lake. Mr. Scott leaves a widow, who was 
with him when he died, and two children—Alfred B. Scott, jr.. 
now in the sophomore class at Harvard, and Mrs. James S. 
Anthony, of New York, both of whom sailed for Europe, but 
failed to reach his bedside before his death. Mr. Scott was a 
man of great personal charm, fine presence, and had many warm 
friends both in Europe and America. It is understood that his 
son-in-law, Mr. Anthony, will take up his residence in London 
to look after the affairs of the estate. 


WILLIAM H. BURKE. 

William H. Burke, president of the Central Drug Company, 
100 State street, committed suicide December 17 by shooting him- 
self. Mr. Burke lived at the home of his sister, Miss Emma D. 
Burke, in Hubbard’s Woods, one of the northern suburbs of Chi- 
cago. At the inquest Miss Burke testified that her brother had 
been in ill health for three years. She heard the two fatal shots 
fired, and, running to her brother’s room, found him on his knees 
beside the bed. He was pronounced dead a few minutes later by 
a physician. It is supposed that overwork had much to do with 
his breakdown. A verdict of suicide was returned by a coroner’s 
jury. Mr. Burke became a member of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association in 1902 and served as secretary of section on 
Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing during the meeting held in 
1903 at Mackinac Island, Mich. He was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. He was an able pharmacist, a keen business 
man, and an active and valued member of the Michigan and 
American Pharmaceutical Associations. 


COLUMBUS V. EMICH. 
In the death of Columbus V. Emich, which occurred recently. 
the drug trade of Baltimore has lost one of its oldest as 
well as most interesting members. Mr. Emich was about sev- 
enty-six years of age and had been ill for some years with Bright's 
disease, though the immediate cause of his demise was pneu- 
monia. He was born in Baltimore and obtained only a very ele- 
mentary education. At an early age he became an apprentice in 
the pharmacy of the late William H. Perkins, on Howard street, 
below what is now Franklin street. Nearly sixty years ago he 
was qualified to apply himself to the study of pharmacy, in which 
he attained a position well in the front rank. From having start- 
ed in life with a very rudimentary mental equipment, he became 
an accomplished writer, who held his own with the ablest minds 
in the American Pharmaceutical Association, to whose meetings 
he made a number of valuable contributions, being also a valued 
contributor to the AMERICAN Druccist. He was also a member 
of the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association, having been one of 
the founders, and for a long time was identified with the Mary- 
land College of Pharmacy. 


D. VAN NESS PERSON. 
David Van Ness Person, the founder of the Paint, Oil and 
Drug Review and first secretary of the Paint Manufacturers’ 
Association of the United States, died on Thursday, January 2, 
in Chicago, after a brief illness) Mr. Van Ness was born in 
New York in 1846. His father was a prominent lawyer in New 
York. In 1883 he established the Paint, Oil and Drug Review, 
which he conducted up to the time of his death. In 1899 he was 
elected first secretary of the Paint Manufacturers’ Association 
of the United States, which office he held continuously until 1905 
Previously he had been secretary of the National Paint Manu- 
facturers’ Association. 
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MATTHEW MAHLER. 

Matthew Mahler, who was the proprietor of a pharmacy at 
150 Greenwich street, New York, for many years, died at his 
home in this city on Tuesday, December 17. Mr. Mahler was 
well and favorably known among organization workers in New 
York ever since the foundation of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association, of which he was an active member. He participated 
in nearly all of the social affairs of the pharmaceutical organiza- 
tions of Manhattan, and took a special pleasure in the diversions 
of the New York Retail Druggists’ Bowling Association. He was 
a member of the German Apothecaries’ Society, but never took 
He had been in failing health 
for a few years previous to his death, and a trip to Nova 
Scotia taken earlier in the year did not benefit him to the ex- 
tent that was expected. He was a genial, kindly gentleman, 
upright in all transactions, and his death will cause his 
friends, of whom he had many, much grief. 


a very active part in its affairs. 


his 





DIED. 

Austin.—In New York, on Tuesday, December 31, Peter T. 
Austin, aged fifty-six years. 

Bahan.—In Boston, Mass., on Thursday, December 19, Eu- 
ward J. Bahan, aged fifty-two years. 

Beuter—In Beaver Falls. Pa., on Saturday, December 21, 
John Beuter, aged forty-seven years. 

Gaulin—In Woonsocket, R. I., on Monday, December 16, 
Theophile Gaulin, aged thirty-three years. 

Hubbard.—In Syracuse, N. Y., on Saturday, December 28, 
C. Henry Hubbard, aged forty years. 

Klein.—In Louisville, Ky., on Sunday, December 29, Nicholas 
Klein, aged thirty-eight years. 


Mowry.—In Boston, Mass., on Saturday, December 14, A. D. 
Mowry. 

Parker—In Spartanburg, S. C., on Thursday, December 20, 
James L. Parker. 

Person.—In Chicago, IIll., on Thursday, January 2, David Van 


Ness Person, aged sixty-two years. 

Putney.—In Ithaca, N. Y., on Tuesday, December 17, George 
E. Putney, aged fifty-seven years. 

Spaulding —In Boston, Mass., on Friday, December 13, 
liam H. Spaulding, of Fitchburg, aged thirty-five years. 
In York, Pa., on Monday, December 16, J. Edward 
Sweeney, aged twenty-four years. 

Terwilliger—In Buffalo, N. Y., on Wednesday, December 25, 
Chauncey Terwilliger, aged thirty-four years. 

Wachsman.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Friday, December 27, 
Adolph Wachsman, aged fifty-five years. 

Washburn.—In Sacramento, Cal., on Wednesday, December 
25, Merrill A. Washburn, aged fifty-one years. 

Williams.—In Albany, N. Y., on Friday, December 20, John 
G. Williams, of Granville. 


Wil- 


Sweeney. 


New York Board of Pharmacy May Extend Its 
Examinations. 

The advisability of extending the examinations given by the 
New York State Board of Pharmacy to applicants for pharmacists’ 
licenses so that such examinations will occupy two days instead 
of one day, as at present, is now being considered by a committee 
especially appointed to take this question under advisement. This 
committee was named at a meeting of the members of the East- 
ern Branch, which was held in the room of that organization 
in the New York College of Pharmacy Building on Saturday 
evening, January 4. 

The committee was instructed to give the matter its thorough 
consideration and, if it deemed such an extension of the examina- 
tions desirable, to prepare plans for carrying the idea into effect. 
The plans which it is expected this committee will draft will be 
submitted at the next semi-annual meeting of the general board. 
It is understood to be the purpose of the board to increase in its 
examinations the amount of practical work required of the ap- 
plicants for licenses. 
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Greater New York. 


A. G. Rosengarten, of Philadelphia, treasurer of the Powers- 
Weightman-Rosengarten Company, visited the local offices of 
that house last Monday. 


C. C. Mitchell, representative of Parke, Davis & Co. in the 
Albany, N. Y., territory, is suffering from a severe attack of 
typhoid fever in his home in Parkesburg, Pa 


Rufus G. Hinton, formerly connected with the traveling staff 
of E. R. Squibb & Sons, is now associated with Parke, Davis & 
Co., for which firm he take care of the Philadelphia 
territory. 


will 


Dr. F. Whitney Davis, formerly associated with W. R. War- 
ner & Co., has joined the traveling forces of Parke, Davis & Co., 
and has been assigned to the territory in Eastern Pennsylvania 
which already is covered by A. G. Bissell. Dr. Davis will work 
with Mr. Bissell in this district. 


At a meeting of the shareholders of the recently incorporated 
International Takamine Ferment Company, held on January 2, 
Dr. Jokichi Takamine, Sydney H. Carragan, Henry George, jr., 
and A. B. Hitch were elected directors. The directors then organ- 
ized their board for the ensuing year by electing Dr. Takamine 
president, Mr. Hitch vice president and Mr. George secretary- 
treasurer. 


Lester Carragan, West Indian representative of Parke, Davis 
& Co., returned from Santo Domingo on December 29 in good 
season to attend the banquet tendered to his father, Sydney H. 
Carragan, by the Eastern traveling men on Monday evening, 
December 30. Young Mr. Carragan sailed for Havana ani 
Yucatan last Saturday on the steamship Saratoga of the Ward 
Line, and expects to remain away from this city for at least two 
months. 


Sydney H. Carragan was the guest of honor at a banquet 
of representatives of the New York branch of Parke, Davis 
& Co., which was given at the Hotel Flanders, on Monday even- 
ing, December 30. The menu’ was quite an elaborate one, and 
on the front cover appeared a half tone portrait of Mr. Carragan 
the back of the page 
card appears a photographic reproduction of a handsome hall 
clock with Westminster chimes, which was presented to Mr. 
Carragan by the representatives of the branch. The evening 
was enlivened by music from the “Cascara Quartet,” composed 
of artists who in everyday life will be found at 90 Maiden lane. 


in a characteristic pose, while on four 


he usual midwinter or New Year banquet to the executives 
of the local btanch of Parke, Davis & Co. was tendered by Oscar 
W. Smith, manager of the local offices, to the heads of the va- 
rious departments in the green room of the Hotel Knicker- 
bocker last Thursday evening. The guests of the dinner in- 
cluded W. B. Kaufman, William J. Carr, John Burnside, William 
McKay, W. D. Rowles, D. C. Nale, E. S. McCall, Christopher 
N. Bruun, Norman McLeod, John J. Doran, H. R. Saunders, 
George R. Tompkins, Wallace S. Suydam, David Lyle, E. Plum- 
mer, Albert de Castro, Walter Patrick, V. Pinto, N. Loubriel, J. 
Rivera, Sydney H. Carragan, Dr. Jokichi Takamine, and Dr. 
Guiteras were special guests. 

By winning all four of its games in the latest contest in the 
tournament of the Wholesale Drug Trade Bowling Association 
of New York, the Dodge & Olcott team has become entitled to 
a longer occupancy of first place in the standing of the clubs. 
The Roessler & Hasslacher Company and Schieffelin & Co. men 
each won two and lost two games in the set played or Monday 
evening, January 6, in Luhr’s Alleys, 31 and 32 Park row, and 
the Lazell, Dalley & Co. team lost all four of its games. In- 
dividual high score honors were won by Malsh, of the Roessler 
& Hasslacher Company team, who touched 216; Ulrech, of the 
Dodge & Olcott Company team, who reached 209; Bohen, of 
Schieffelin & Co., who made 208, and Crutchley, of the Dodge & 
Olcott Company, who chalked up 201. 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


GERMAN PHARMACISTS DECLARE IN FAVOR OF 
U. S. ‘P. STANDARDS. 





At the regular monthly meeting of tiie German Apothecaries’ 
Society, held at the society’s room on January 2, George Kleinau. 
as chairman of the legislative committee, reported that he had 
attended a conference at the Board of Trade and Transportation 
on the proposed State drug law and had urged that only full 
strength U. S. P. and N. F. preparations be permitted to be sold. 
In this connection Charles F. Schleussner presented the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the German Apothecaries’ So- 
ciety that all preparations sold under the name of the U , 
in drug stores shall have the full strength as given in the Phar- 
macopeeia, 

President Hirseman, who presided, announced that the fol- 
lowing committee had been appointed to make the annual re- 
ception and.ball on January 30 a banner occasion: Paul Arndt, 
William F. Brandt, F. W. L. Cunz, Reinhard Eschmann, Sidney 
Faber, Woldemar Franze, Paul F. Gebicke, O. P. Gilbert, E. ¢ 
Goetting, Julius Goetze, Henry Imhof, Hellmuth Jarchow, Karl 
E. Kessler, Earl Khuen, Dr. Charles F. Klippert, Oscar Krause, 
Charles A. Kunkel, R. S. Lehman, George Leinecker, Otto Lenz, 
Theodore Miller, Gustav Ramsperger, Herman Rheinboldt, Louis 
F. Roediger, C. W. Roux, Charles S. Schleussner, F. T. S. 
Schmidt, Carl Schur, J. Weidenfeldt, Emil Wendler, Hermann 
Wurm. 

Charles F. Schleussner reported that his correspondence with 
the various local organizations had proved that all were anxious 
to co-operate in the propaganda work, and the sum of $500 was 
set aside by the society to be expended in this work should the 
joint committee on propaganda evolve a really feasible plan. 


A DRUGGIST SURRENDERS HIS SIXTH CLASS LICENSE 





Disposition of Forty-two Thousand at Issue—Ice Cream His Undo- 
ing—Drugegists Appeal From, Fine for Sale of Adulterated 
Tincture of Iodine. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, January 9, 1908.—Willis St. L. Furbush, Ph.D., 
M. C. P., 1905, proprietor of a store in Somerville, created a 
sensation recently by voluntarily surrendering the sixth class 
license granted him last May. At the same time he sent this 
letter to the Board of Aldermen: 


In view of the remarks at City Hall by members of the gov- 
ernment, indicating that all druggists in the city holding a sixth 


‘class license are constantly under suspicion of exceeding the law- 


ful intent of said license, I herewith return to you the license is- 
sued to me. 

I fully realize that any business transacted under its terms in 
this city, however honestly conducted, renders the holder of such 
license more or less liable to unjust criticism. Kindly return to 
me the certificate from the State Board of Registration in Phar- 
macy now on deposit with you. 

This action on the part of Mr. Furbush has caused much 
discussion among the druggists of Somerville, and it is feared 
that the controversy may result in public agitation against the 
granting the licenses next year. Many of the druggists regret 
Mr. Furbush’s action. 


Who Gets the Money ? 


An interesting case is being tried in one of the local courts. 
It is to determine to whom $42,000 for advertising for the 
Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Company shall be paid. The medi- 
cine company has paid the money to the court to await the re- 
sult of the action. The Advertising Plate Company has brought 
suit for the amount, as has also the trustee of the Pettingill 
Company. The case was heard about two years ago by another 
judge, but he died before giving a decision. 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


A $22 Ice Cream Debauch. 

Until a few days ago William H. McGuire, twelve years 
old, was employed at O’Donnell’s store, Inman Square, Cam- 
bridge, and had the confidence of the proprietor. At present. 
however, because of a prodigious ice cream appetite, the feeling 
of trust in William is shattered and the employment severed. 
William’s downfall came with rapid bounds after he was given 
$22 by a clerk at the above store to exchange at the post office for 
stamps. With the money in his possession came an uncon- 
trollable longing for ice cream. The passion won, and soon the 
stamp money was being exchanged for ice cream. On top of 
this came the call of the wild. William harkened and accepted 
the invitation, and a trolley ride to Worcester and two nights’ 
sleeping in the open followed. Meanwhile, ice cream was prov- 
ing less alluring, and at the same time came a longing for nativ2 
haunts, so the prodigal returned homeward, and a few moments 
after his arrival at the parental mansion was entertaining a 
policeman. After the feast and travel $9 remained. William had 
to make his peace with the local court. 


The Worcester Pharmaceutical Association 
held one of its regular meetings last month, at which Vice Presi 
dent Victor Bergwall occupied the chair. Many local topics 
were considered, and it was decided to make no further efforts 
toward inaugurating a closing plan. P. B. Moriarty submitted a 
résumé of the proceedings of the N. A. R. D. convention. 


Appeal Taken on Fine for Sale of Adulterated Tincture of Iodine 

In the Fitchburg court, December 26, John F. Hayes and 
James P. Derby pleaded nolo contendere to charges of selling 
adulterated iodine and alcohol, respectively. They were fine 
$25 each. Both appealed and furnished $200 bail. These cases 
were brought by the State Board of Health. On last Friday 
Walter J. Ogar, a clerk in Scallan’s store, corner of Bay and 
Green streets, Cambridge, was in the local court charged with 
an illegal sale of liquor. He was convicted and fined $100. He 
appealed. During the trial of Ogar one of the Government's 
witnesses was arrested for perjury and held in $600 for the 
grand jury. 

Boston Women’s Organization. 

A meeting of the Boston Chapter, W. O. N. A. R. D.. was 
held on December 9, President Mrs. Adelaide M. Godding in the 
chair. As this was the birthday of Mrs. Wallace, the president 
of the national organization, an appropriate telegram was sent 
her. A musical and literary programme was an important fea- 
ture of this meeting, which took the form of a Christmas recep- 
tion. Refreshments were served. The attendance was large. 

Mr. Gilman Plays Sherlock Holmes. 

Gorham D. Gilman, of Gilman Brothers, has added jo his 
other and numerous accomplishments that of a keen detective 
sense. Recently a stranger solicited his aid for an institution 
cutside Massachusetts. Mr. Gilman’s suspicions were aroused 
and he arranged to have the solicitor call again in a few days. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Gilman sent a telegram to the authorities of the 
institution and ascertained that the man was an impostor. Mr. 
Gilman communicated these facts to the police, and when the 
stranger kept his appointment he was arrested, by a detective 
who was present, for obtaining money unded false pretenses 


Promotion for Mr. Crane. 

Jerome A. Crane had a New Year’s gift in the form of pro- 
motion to advertising manager of the Riker-Jaynes Drug Com- 
pany’s stores in Boston, New York and Brooklyn. Mr. Crane 
began as a clerk with Mr. Jaynes eleven years ago. His indus- 
try earned promotion to window dresser, and then advertising 
manager. He continued in the latter capacity under the Riker 
interests, and with such success that he now controls all of the 
firm’s advertising. He will retain his office in this city at 50 
Washington street, but will spend every other week at his New 
York office, at Riker’s store, corner of Sixth avenue and Twenty- 
third street. He will continue to live in Malden. 

















































AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


EXCITING ELECTION IN PHILADELPHIA. 





S.C. Henry Elected President by Eight Votes—Banner Meeting of 
the Organization—Dues Increased to Twelve Dollars—Good 
Work by N. A. R. D. Representatives—Women to Celebrate. 

(from our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 9—The annual meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Association of Retail Druggists was held in the rooms 
of the Philadelphia Drug Club, on January 3. This was the 
largest meeting the local association ever held. There was 
considerable interest taken in the session, as there was to be 
chosen for the ensuing year a president and other officers. For 
the past month there has been considerable canvassing done by 
the candidates, and it was through their efforts that such a large 
turnout was made. For president there were two candidates— 
Samuel C. Henry and Frank W. Fluck. It was not known who 
was the successftl candidate until the last vote had been counted. 

Mr. Henry, the new president of the local association, is one 
of the most popular druggists in this city. He is a hustler, and 
it is believed he will not miss a trick to further the interests of 
He is well acquainted with the wants of the 
druggists, and is heart and soul in the work mapped out by the 
association. In West Philadelphia he holds full sway, and it is 
predicted that under his administration he will make a number 
of new innovations for the good of the members of the P. A. 
R. D. After one of the most exciting elections the association 
ever held, the following offiecrs and committee were elected: 


the association. 


President, Samuel C. Henry; first vice president, William E. Lee; 
second vice president, David J. Reese; third vice president, H. L. Stiles; 
recording secretary, Nathan A. Cozens; financial secretary, Carl W. Shull; 
treasurer, George W. Fehr. Executive committee—Chairman, Ambrose 
Hunsberger; S. B. Davis, W. H. Ricker, Henry C. Blair, J. E. Marsden, 
W. H. Umstead, S. E. Betts, W. E. Supplee, Charles Leedom, W. L. 
Cliffe, W. H. F. Vandegrift, William Hilpert, W. T. Burke, N. S. Steltzer 
and C. F. Schmickle. 


More Consideration Demanded From Newspapers. 

(he retail druggists who are members of the P. A. R. D. in 
this city are beginning to realize their strength, and they now 
believe they are in a position to command attention from all 
sources. At the meeting a resolution was introduced which com- 
pels all newspapers that have a branch office in the drug stores 
to supply the druggists with a free copy of the newspaper, and 
unless this request is complied with by January 30, that the 
taking of advertisements by the druggists be discontinued. It 
is said the newspapers will not comply with this request, as none 
of them have their own carriers, and they would be compelled to 
pay the carrier for the delivery of the paper. As nearly all drug- 
gists take advertisements for nearly all the newspapers, this 
would amount to quite a large sum. This resolution caused 
considerable discussion, as many of the up to date druggists 
were not in favor of it. However, a majority was, and it was 
favorably acted upon. 


Twelve Dollars Annual Dues. 


The dues were also increased to $12 a year. It is the under 
standing that $4 of the dues are to be set aside for the propa- 
ganda committee. The popularizing of the standard medicinal 
preparations of the United States Pharmacopceia and the National 
Formulary, the textbooks of pharmacy, was endorsed. The com- 
mittee that has charge of this work has made considerable 
progress, and many physicians have been won over to the drug- 
gists’ side. Thirteen new members were admitted, and the 
recommendations from the executive committee that the repre- 
sentative of the N. A. R. D. be continued on the work he has 
been engaged in for another period was unanimously adopted. 
The work done by this representative is of the highest order. 
In the past two months he succeeded in securing over fifty new 
members. 

Thomas H. Potts, president of the National Association, 
complimented the local association for its work in behalf of 
pharmacy, and told of the effect upon the retail drug trade of 
the city. In particular he complimented the retiring president, 
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Charles Rehfuss, as well as the other officers and chairmen of 
committees. After the election an informal luncheon was served. 


To Celebrate Anniversary of the Foundation of Philadelphia 
Chapter, W. O. N. A. R. Dz 

Ihe executive committee of the Women’s Organization of the 
N. A. R. D. held a meeting on January 8, and the question of 
securing funds to help the building of the new laboratory for the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy was discussed. At the meet- 
ing of the organization on January 13 this question is to be taken 
up and thrashed out to a finish. Many of the members are in 
favor of,a benefit at some of the leading theaters, Arrange- 
ments are being perfected for the celebration of the first year 
of the Organization. There are to be celebrities from all over 
the country, and as so many have promised to come it has been 
deemed essential that two days be given up to the festivities. 
So, on February 13, the president, Mrs. William E. Lee, will 
entertain the members of the local organization at her home, so 
that they will be given an opportunity to meet some of the 
visitors. The birthday party on the following day is to be some- 
thing unique. There are to be many surprises and all long 
speeches are to be tabooed. A Big time, with a capital B, is 
looked for. Mrs. Emil Graff is now engaged in preparing a 
history of the organization which is to be read at the birthday 
party. There will be speeches as well as singing and some other 
things to amuse those who are not interested in the work of the 
ladies. The affair is to conclude with a dance. As this is to be 
a gala affair, evening clothes are in demand. It is said some 
druggists who have not been doing much society of recent years 
are being spruced up for the occasion, and many a druggist’s 
pocketbook has been made thinner on account of the demand 
for new “party clothes” by the rulers of his household. The 
regular monthly meeting will be held today. Not to receive an 
invitation to attend one of these meetings is similar to being 
ignored by the society matrons of this city. The local chapter 
is the real thing in the drug trade. So if a druggist wishes to 
be considered in the swim socially, he must attend all the func- 
tions given by the ladies. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS ITEMS. 


The Smith, Kline & French Company has taken over from 
the H. K. Wampole Company its milk sugar plant at Rondout, 
N. Y. This transfer was made on January 1, and the plant is 
to be operated as part of the Smith, Kline & French Company’s 
business. 

A ministerial war against the opium and liquor traffic was 
started in this city last week. Wilbur F. Crafts, of the Reform 
Bureau at Washington, in an address before the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Association on Monday last, requested each member 
of the association to write to Congressmen urging the passage 
of the bill forbidding the importation of opium. “And then,” he 
said, “this vicious traffic in opium will go out, along with piracy, 
and slavery, and the plague, among other crimes against civiliza- 
tion.” 

R. W. White has opened a new drug store at Fifty-sixth and 
Lansdowne avenue. 

The American Pharmacy has opened a new store at Twenty- 
eighth and Huntingdon streets. This, it is said, is the beginning 
of a chain of stores to be operated by this concern. 

The Susquehanna Pharmacy is the name of a new drug store 
at Twelfth street and Susquehanna avenue. 

Harris & Berntz have incorporated their business and it is 
now The Harris & Berntz Company. It is a close corporation. 
A. Karl Warkotsch and Edward Weaver have been admitted to 
the company. Mr. Warkotsch starts on his Western trip on 
January 16. 

Allen Cliffe, brother of W. L. Cliffe, who is the grand mogul 
for the Ross Drug Club, of Ridgeway, Pa., was in this city last 
week. He is well known here, and on each visit lays in a large 
stock of necessary articles. 
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TS: 


A PURE FOOD AND DRUG LAW FOR MARYLAND. 


Outline of Measure Approved by Druggists—A. Ph. A. Members 
Dine Together—Baltimore Retail Association Elect Officers. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Baltimore, January 10—The committee on legislation of the 
recently revived Baltimore Drug Exchange has prepared a draft 
of a pure food and drug law, which is represented as conforming 
to the Federal statute, and will be submitted to the Maryland 
Legislature at the session now in progress. The last finishing 
touches were put on at a meeting of the committee held last 
Friday, and the draft was adopted unanimously. It has the in- 
dorsement of the Maryland Medical end Chirurgical Faculty, 
and is also expected to receive the support of druggists generally. 

The measure provides that it shall be unlawful for any person 
within the State to manufacture or sell or offer for sale any arti- 
cle of food or drug which is adulterated or misbranded within 
the meaning of the act, violations being treated as misdemeanors 
and punished by fines not to exceed $100 or one year’s imprison- 
ment. The penalty for the second offense shall be $200 fine, and 
a year’s imprisonment may be added. But no article shall be 
deemed adulterated or misbranded within the meaning of the 
act when intended for export to a foreign country and prepared 
or packed in accordance with the laws of that country. 

The term “drug” is to include all medicines and preparations 
recognized in the United States Pharmacopeia or the National 
Formulary, and the term “food” shall include all articles used 
for food, drink, confectionery or condiment by man or animal. 

A drug will be regarded as adulterated if, when sold under 
or by a name recognized in the U. S. P. or the N. F., it differs 
in strength, quality or purity from the standards as determined 
by the official test laid down, but no drug shall be deemed adul- 
terated if the standard of strength, quality or purity is plainly 
stated on the bottle or package, although the standard may differ 
from that of the U. S. P. or the N. F. But substances may fot 
fall below the standard under which they are sold; or if, in the 
case of confectionery, they contain terra alba, barytes, talc, 
chrome yellow, or other mineral substance or poisonous color or 
flavor, or any vinous, malt or spirituous liquor or compound or 
narcotic drug. In the case of food it will be regarded as an 
adulteration if the substance is so mixed with another as to af- 
fect or lower its strength, if actual substitution has been resorted 
to, if any valuable constituent. of the article has been extracted, 
and if it has been mixed, colored, coated or painted so as to con- 
ceal inferiority. Poisonous or other injurious ingredients are 
likewise barred, as is putrid animal or vegetable matter and the 
flesh of animals that have died otherwise than by slaughter. 

The term ‘‘misbranded” applies to all drugs and articles of 
food, the labels of which shall bear any statement, design or 
device that is false or misleading in any particular, and to any 
food or drug product which is falsely labeled as to place of man- 
ufacture. Drugs may not be imitations or offered for sale under 
the names of other articles; it is illegal to remove either all or 
part of the contents of a package, and the container must show 
if any drug or narcotic is used or what and what percentage of 
alcohol is contained therein. This provision, however, shall not 
apply to prescriptions by physicians, veterinarians or dentists. 

In the case of foods it is a misbrand if the article is an imita- 
tion or offered for sale under another name, if the label is so 
worded as to deceive the purchaser, if it purports to be a foreign 
product when it is not, or if the label fails to bear a statement 
showing whether any narcotic is contained in the article. The 
weight of the content must also be stated. Compounds, imita- 
tions and blends must be so designated on the label. No dealer 
may be prosecuted, however, if he can establish a guaranty in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the National Pure Food and 
Drug Law, which guaranty must have the name and address of 
the person who makes it. 

Other provisions create the machinery necessary for the en- 
forcement of the act and make the requisite appropriation. The 
State Board of Health is charged with the enforcement of the 
measure. 


It is considered likely that the bill will become a law, as the 
professions as well as the manufacturers are together on it. 


A. Ph. A. Branch at Dinner. 


Instead of the regular meeting, the members of the Baltimore 
branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association attended an 
informal dinner at Junker’s Hotel on December 19. After the 
dinner, the U. S. P. and N. F. propaganda was discussed, and it 
was the general opinion that this work must receive the hearty 
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support of retail pharmacists if it is to be successful, as they 
are most directly interested. 

A communication from the Baltimore Drug Exchange, an 
organization of manufacturers, jobbers and allied interests, was 
read, requesting the branch to actively support the passage of a 
pure food and drug law at the coming session of the Legislature, 
and enclosing a draft of a proposed law, similar to the National 
law, and which has met with the approval of the Maryland State 
Board of Health. The matter was referred to the committee on 
education and legislation, with power to act. 

In order to increase the usefulness of the branch and facili- 
tate its work, the annual dues were increased from $1 to $2.50 
by unanimous consent. 

The occasion was thoroughly enjoyed by all and the executive 
committee was tendered a vote of thanks for the excellence of 
the menu and arrangements. 

After adjournment the retailers present considered the feasi- 
bility of forming a propaganda club to increase interest in the 
work among other retailers. 


Retail Druggists Meet. 

The annual convention of the Baltimore Retail Druggists’ 
Association was held last evening at the Hotel Belvedere. A 
large number of the members gathered and much interest was 
manifested in the proceedings. Officers were elected and other 
business was disposed of, the program including the submission 
of the yearly reports. 


Soda Water Company Incorporated. 

Druggists of Hagerstown, Md., have organized and incor 
porated the To-Ko Company, of Washington County, to engage 
in the manufacture of soda water, which will be supplied to 
members of the company and others. The company has a capi- 
tal stock of $60,000, divided into 12,000 shares. H. Lionel Mere- 
dith, Harry R. Rudy, Francis H. Miller, Lewis T. Byron, Frank F. 
Cook, Tuckerman G. Fuqua and F. Wilbur Bridges are the in- 
corporators. They are among the most prominent druggists in 
the town, Mr. Meredith being president of the Maryland Board 
of Pharmacy. 


BALTIMORE NOTES. 


Sharp & Dohme, of Baltimore, manufacturing chemists, it is 
announced, have sold their compressed herb business to Jesse L. 
Hopkins & Co., of New York. Mr. Hopkins, the head of the 
firm, is a former Baltimorean, having been with Brown Brothers, 
wholesale druggists and manufacturers of perfumery, years ago, 
and later with Sharp & Dohme. He gave information of the deal 
on a recent visit here. 


MR. JOHNSON AND MR. ROOSEVELT. 





A Curious Item of News from a London Drug Journal. 





The withdrawal of Mr. Roosevelt from the forthcoming 
presidential elections has improved for many prominent poli- 
ticians the chances of reaching the White House. Among these 
is Mr. John Johnson, now Governor of Minnesota, and formerly 
employed in a drug store at St. Peter. As a drug clerk he was 
industrious, but his interest was not aroused, and he subse- 
quently became editor of the St. Peter Herald, and entered poli- 
tics. He followed Mr. Roosevelt as Governor of Minnesota, and 
has steadily gained for himself a great reputation for public 
administration. It is highly probable that he will be nominated 
for the presidency in 1908 by the Democratic party—London 
Pharmaceutical Journal, December 28, 1907. 

[The italics are ours.—Ed. American Drucctst.] 





Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so- 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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A NEW TELEPHONE SCHEME ,IN CHICAGO. 





That Dollar Dinner—Effects of the Cocaine Traffic Described by 
the Police—Sales by Peddlers, Not by Druggists. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, January 8—Arrangements are being worked out 
for a novel plan under which it is proposed by the Chicago Tele- 
phone Company to place instruments in drug stores. Under 
the present plan druggists have become accustomed to receive 
a percentage of all that was taken in above a certain amount, and 
this percentage was to have been increased after the passage 
of the new ordinance. When an opinion was rendered from the 
office of the corporation counsel to the effect that this arrange- 
ment was illegal under the new ordinance a report was cir- 
culated that druggists would be despoiled of their profits. The 
present idea, which the telephone company is likely to offer, is 
that of leasing space of the druggists for the booths. The 
amount of rental to be paid for this space is to be graduated 
according to the amount of the receipts. The plan has not 
been entirely worked out as yet, and the details have not been 
announced, but druggists who have been spoken to about the 
innovation express themselves as pleased with it. 

The Dollar Dinner 
which is to take place during the latter part of this month 
is to be one of the topics to come up for discussion at the 
annual meeting of the C. R. D. A. which is to take place 
January 14. The object of the dinner is to bring together 
pharmacists and physicians and to talk over several matters of 
mutual benefit. Officers of the organization will read their annual 
reports and plans for the coming season will be worked out. The 
election of officers will be one of the features of the gathering. 

The Cocaine Traffic. 

There has been a renewal of the outcry against the illegal 
cocaine traffic as a result of the murder of several policemen. 
Police officials, who made an investigating trip through the 
West Side, said, after the murders, that there are fully 1,500 
“coke fiends” in this locality. It is these characters that are 
charged with the murders, which have been wanton and cold 
blooded. 

Druggist Not Involved. 

The police have not made any charges against druggists in 
regard to the large traffic which is evidently going on here. 
They place the blame, instead, on peddlers who hawk the drug 
through the streets. These peddlers cannot be caught easily, as 
they know their customers and let no one else learn the nature 
of their business. Workers at the Hull House settlement, in one 
of the poorer portions of the West Side, assert that the num- 
ber of lads who are addicted to this vice is appalling. It is 
these Hull House workers who have been agitating the sup- 
pressing of the traffic. Druggists are interested in the present 
situation because there is always a possibility that the blame for 
some of the wrongdoing may be laid at their doors, even though 
they strive to be law abiding. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


The State Board of Pharmacy now has only three regular 
members. There is one hold over member who is waiting for the 
Governor to appoint his successor. 

A new store has been opened in Kenilworth by D. W. Wilson. 
Mr. Wilson has been associated with Gale & Blocki, the Abbott 
Alkaloidal Company and the J. Elwood Lee Company. 

H. C. Michaels, at Forty-third street and Calumet avenue. 
has been succeeded by the South Park Drug Company. 

Herman Fry has sold his store at Lincoln avenue and Hal- 
sted street to Umanhoefer & Aumann. 

The year which just closed was one of the most successful 
that the C. R. D. A. has ever known, according to reports of 
officials. 
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Druggists generally report that business is improving along 
with the noticeable improvement in conditions. 

Joseph A. Hottinger reports that an attempt was made to 
rob his store at Oak and Sedgwick streets by a bogus electric 
light inspector who short circuited the wires and then tried to 
make off with the cash in the darkness. 

The Central Drug Company has given up its plan for a 
new store on Evanston avenue, near Leland. The change was 
due to the recent death of Mr. Burke, the company’s president. 


Pie and Pharmacy. 


When the pharmacist first turned his attention to the soda 
fountain there was a great outcry on the part of the ethical ele- 
ment against the innovation. Now the drug store without a soda 
fountain is so rare that the absence of a fountain in a drug store 
causes comment. Another 
marked break with traditions 
occurred when some enterpris- 
ing druggist, with an eye to 
profits, introduced a jar of 
crackers on his dispensing coun- 
ter, serving a cracker with his 
bouillon. We thought that this 
was about the limit to which 
the catering to popular taste 
would go, but the Central Drug 
Company go a step further. In 
their big State street store in 
Chicago, for which they pay a 
rental of $40,000 annually, they 
have a kitchen in the basement 
directly underneath the soda 
fountain, where they cook in- 
dividual pies, and at their soda 
fountain they serve as many as 
160 sweet pies a day and on an 
average 100 chicken pies daily. 
The company employs in this 
store fifty people, ten of whom 
devote their entire time to the 
soda fountain department, which 
is under the management of 
George E. Simons, who first made a reputation for himself 
with the Stokes Ice Cream Company, of Seattle, Wash. 

While visiting Lansing, Mich., he wandered into the store of 
W. H. Burke, of Detroit, president of the Central Drug Com. 
pany, who now resides in Chicago. He- made so strong an im- 
pression on Mr. Burke that he was given an opportunity to show 
what he could do in the Chicago store, which was just being 
opened at that time. What he has done is proved by the fact 
that from 1,200 to 2,000 people are served at this soda fountain 
at every noon, and there have been days when as many as 2,200 
people have been served. In doing this 125 gallons of ice cream 
are used daily, and from fourteen to fifteen dozen eggs are served 
at the counter in egg drinks. The counter provides seats for 
twenty-four people at one time, but over forty have been served 
simultaneously. Twenty-four hundred pounds of cocoa are used 
at the fountain in the course of a year, and the company recently 
placed an order for 200 cases of tomato bouillon, each case con- 
taining twenty-four quarts. When the store was opened the 
prophecy was made that it would last only six months, as it would 
be impossible for a drug store to pay a rental of $40,000, but dur- 
ing the three years which have elapsed since it opened it has 
steadily gained ground, and is now one of the most profitable 
drug stores on State street. The company is preparing to open a 
new store on Wilson avenue and also one in Oak Park. They 
recently purchased the Gilbert pharmacy in Waukegan, IIl., and 
have for vears owned and operated four stores in Detroit. 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 
retail lots. The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, January 11, 1908. - 
Although the opening of the new year has not been marked 
by any notable increase in the demand for drugs and chemicals, 
and trading has been of a rather routine character, a more 
cheerful sentiment prevails and greater encouragement is felt 
regarding the future outlook. Orders from interior points have 
been received in fair volume, a number being telegraphed for 
immediate shipment, which would indicate that the distributing 
and consuming trade in the interior districts have allowed stocks 
to dwindle to a pretty low point. There is, however, yet a 
noticeable Iack of speculative interest and buyers show little dis- 
position to operate in excess of current requirements. The 
consequence is that several staple drugs are pressing more ac- 
tively for sale and values in several instances have yielded, 
though there has been no exceptional break in prices and most 
of the concessions may be termed minor ones, influenced partly 
by slackness ot demand and partly by the statistical position of 
the articles affected. Viewed as a whole the situation does not 
lack elements of hopefulness. As intimated above, jobbers and 
consumers have for some time past been pursuing a policy of cau- 
tion and replenishing their stock only as necessity dictated. Such 
a policy cannot be pursued for any considerable length of time 
without a sacrifice to business, and none know this so well as the 
level headed merchants of the country, who may be expected 
when the spring trade opens to deluge manufacturers with 
orders; and, as manufacturers themselves have curtailed pro- 
duction on several lines, a great increase of activity may be 
looked for, with a possible shortage of certain classes of goods. 
As regards market values and the trend of prices generally there 
is nothing especially new to report. Opium continues on the 
downward course and a further.break in values has come to 
the surface since our last, the derivatives of the gum being 
correspondingly reduced in price. Quinine is selling in a retail 
way only at unchanged prices. A majority of the botanic 
drugs have reacted and offer at a lower range, the exceptions 
being few. The principal fluctuations of the period under re- 
view are named in the table of advances and declines below, 
and fuller reference to market conditions will be found in suc- 
ceeding paragraphs. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Asafecetida, Codeine, 
Hyoscyamus, Opium, 
Pulsatilla, Morphine, 
Ginseng, Citric acid, 


Peppermint oil, 
Beeswax, 


Cubeb, powdered, 
Silver nitrate, 
Soap bark, crushed, Balsam copaiba, 
Fennel seed, German, Senega root, 
Quince seed, German, Safrol, 
Caraway seed, Dutch, Cassia oil, 
Cedar leaf oil, Dandelion root, German, 
Pennyroyal oil, Balsam fir, Canada, 
Spearmint oil, Pink root, 
Aloes, Curacao. Citronella oil, 
Wax, Brazil. Celery seed, 
Colocynth apples, Spanish, 
Cuttlefish bone, Trieste. 
Acetone, 
Arsenic, white. 





Drugs. 

Acetone is irregular and unsettled under the influence of com- 
petition among manufacturers, and values have receded to the 
range of 15c to 16c as to quantity. 

Alcohol is well established at previous quotations and about 
the usual distribution into consuming channels is reported. For 
U. S. P. the range is $2.61 to $2.63; denatured is rather slow of 


sale, but prices are steadily maintained at 35c to 42c as to 
quantity. 

Balsam copaiba, South American, is offered more freely and 
the tone of the market is easier, with supplies offering at 50c to 
55c as to quality and quantity; Para is geenrally quoted at 95c 
to $1. 

Balsam fir, Canada, has eased off in the interval, some holders 
quoting at $3.75, though others are firm in their views at $4 for 
true; Oregon is held and selling at $1.70 to $1.80. 

Balsam Peru is in slightly better supply, but the market is not 
visibly affected, quotations being maintained at the previous range 
of $2.20 to $2.50. 

Balsam tolu is steadier, though the demand continues light for 
the season. Only small lots are changing hands at the quoted 
range of 23c to 26c. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada is less actively inquired for and more 
pressure to sell is noticeable, the inside figure being now 9c.— 
Bayberry is in moderate demand and firm at 4%c to 5%4c.— 
Cramp is quiet, but there is seemingly no pressure to realize and 
values are maintained at 6c to 6'4c.—Elm is in light supply and 
firm, though quotably unchanged at 13c to 20c as to quality and 
quantity—Soap has advanced in the interval owing to higher 
primary markets, and quotations for cut and crushed are now 
7c to 71%4c.—Wild cherry is in good, seasonable demand, and 
values are firmly maintained at 6c to 9c.—Black haw is selling 
fairly in a jobbing way and values appear well maintained at 
12i4c to 134%. 

Buchu leaves, short, are maintained in steady position, in 
sympathy with conditions at primary sources; sales of yellowish 
are reported at zoc, though up to 26c is named for prime green. 

Cacao butter has marked some irregularity during the interval. 
but appears to be moving into firmer position, with 12lb. boxes 
quoted at 45c to 55c, and bulk at 30c to 4oc. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, is selling in a routine way only, the 
unseasonably mild weather having a retarding influence on the 
consumption; sales at $22 to $28 as to brand, quantity and seller. 

Colocynth apples, Spanish, are easier to the extent that sup- 
plies are available at 18c to 20c; the figures for Trieste have been 
revised and show the wide range of 23c to 35c as to quality and 
quantity. 

Cubeb berries are in lightesupply and firm at 18c to 20c for 
whole, and 22c to 25c for powdered. 

Cuttlefish bone is inquired for, and we hear of moderate job- 
bing sales at about previous quotations, or say 22c to 23c tor 
prime Trieste, and 20c to 2Ic for French; jewelers’ is held and 
selling at 38c to 55c as to quality and quantity. 

Ergot is in limited demand only and quotations are largely 


nominal, Russian being held at 22c to 24c, and Spanish at 29¢ 
to 30c. 
Guarana has eased off a trifle in the interval owing to selling 


pressure, and supplies are now available at $2 to $2.25 

3elladonna leaves continue in active consuming demand, with 
the preference given to the better grades of leaf and at well 
sustained quotations, or say 1114c to 12%c as to quality and 
quantity. 

Haarlem oil is unsettled and lower as the result of compe- 
tition, recent sales being at $2.25 to $2.40 as to seller and style 
of container. 


Juniper berries are slow of sale and former quotations. still 
prevail, 3!4c to 4c being named as to quality. 
Lycopodium is seasonably dull and neglected, but prices do 


not vary from 44c to 46c. 

Manna is in better supply, and while some small flake is avail- 
able at 45c, 48c is a more general asking price. 

Menthol, under the influence of the unseasonably mild 
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weather, is dull and neglected, and the quoted figure of $2 might 
be shaded on a firm bid. 

Opium has further declined in the interval, owing to lack of 
demand and the downward tendency of foreign markets; cases 
are now offered openly at $4.90, though $4.85 might be done. 
Few transactions have, however, come to the surface, buyers in 
most instances limiting their purchases to jobbing quantities, such 
being obtainable at $4.95 to $5. Powdered shows the rather wide 
range of $5.75 to $5.90 as to quantity and seller, and it is inti- 
mated that these figures might be shaded on a firm bid. 

Quinine is dull and featureless, with only a limited jobbing 
demand in progress, such orders going mostly to manufacturers 
who quote on the former basis of 16c for bulk in 100 ounce lots. 
Second hands report an utter lack of demand at their quotations. 
or say 15¢c for German and 14c for Java. 

Saffron, Valencia, is held with increased firmness owing to 
the strong tenor of reports from abroad, and holders of the 
better grades quote at $8 to $9 as to quality and quantity. 

Thymol is in moderate jobbing demand, and though some off 
color goods are available at a shade under quotations for pure, 
$2 to $2.10 is the general asking price. 

Uva ursi is in better supply and offers more freely at a shade 
under previous quotations, the revised figures being 3%4c to 4c 
as to quantity and seller. 


Chemicals. 


Acetic acid is taken with some reserve at the moment, owing 
to some uncertainty regarding a possible future reduction in 
price; meanwhile sales are making at 2.60c to 3c as to quantity. 

Acetate of lime is quiet at the recent reduction and there is 
little new or interesting to report; current sales are at 2.25c to 
2.30c for gray, and 1.40c to 1.45c for brown as to quantity and 
terms. 

Arsenic, white, has weakened abroad, and offers for shipment 
are being made at a slight concession from previous prices, 
though no transactions are reported. On spot we hear of few 
sales at the reduced range of 6c to 6%c. 

Bicarbonate of potash is offered more freely at a shade under 
previous quotations, the revised range being 7!4c to 8%c as to 
quantity. 

Carbolic acid is findig sale in moderate jobbing quantities, and 
values appear well sustained at the previous range of 13c to 14c 
for crystals in large drums, and 19c to 20c in pound bottles. 

Carbonate of potash is easier with 80 to 85 percent. quoted 
at a decline to 4%4c to 4%c. 

Citric acid is lower, both here and abroad, and local manu- 
facturers have reduced prices 1c per lb. to 45%4c in barrels and 
46c in kegs. Citrates are not changed. 

Oxalic acid has been irregular and unsettled since our last; 
after a decline to 6%c to 634c selling pressure eased up in the 
face of reduced supplies and quotations were advanced to 7c to 
74. 

Picric acid prices have been revised by the manufacturers to 
the lower range of 21'%4c to 22%c for kegs, and 24c for 56lb. 
cases. 

Prussiate of potash, vellow, is not taken with any freedom, 
and values have yielded to the extent that supplies are available 
at 15'4¢ to 1§%¢. 


Essential Oils. 


Cassia is held with considerable steadiness, although the de- 
mand is extremely limited at the inside quotation of $1.55 for 
75 to 80 percent.; stock to arrive is offered at $1.50. 

Cedar leaf continues in advancing tendency under the influ- 
ence of decreasing spot supplies. and quotations at the close were 
8o0c to &sc. 

Citronella is dull and neglected, and holders show more dispo- 
sition to realize by price concessions. The quotation for drums 
on spot has been reduced to 28c to 29c, and for cans 29¢ to 30c 
as to quantity. 

Messina essences have developed no change of consequence 
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either as regards price or demand, though bergamot is a shade 
firmer, owing to limited supplies; lemon quoted $1.45 to $1.50; 
orange, sweet, $2.40 to $2.60; orange, bitter, $2.30 to $2.50. 

Pennyroyal, American, is scarce, and values are firmly main- 
tained at the range of $3.25 to $3.50; French is held and selling 
in a jobbing way at $2.75 to $3. 

Peppermint has shown no action of any consequence and the 
price is sustained with less firmness, some holders naming as low 
as $1.60, though $1.65 is a more popular quotation for tins; cases 
quoted at $2.45 to $2.50. 

Sassafras is generally held at 7oc to 80c for natural, and we 
hear of sales of artificial sp. gr. 1070 at 36c to 37c; safrol offers 
a shade more freely at a shade under previous prices, or say 
45¢ to 50c. 

Spearmint is moving into firmer position under the influence 
of spot scarcity, coupled with an active consuming demand, and 
quotations have been marked up to $2.5¢ to $2.75. ; 

Wintergreen remains quiet but steady, with sales at $2.25 to 
$2.50 for so called natural (sweet birch) ; synthetic is steady at 
37c to 40c. 

Gums. 

Aloes, Curacao, has sold actively during the interval, but trad- 
ing has been quiet for the past few days, with single cases now 
quoted in one quarter at 8c, though most holders continue to 
name at the recent advance to gc to Ioc. 

Camphor is somewhat unsettled, owing to competition, and 
barrels are quoted at 68c to 7oc as to seller. The demand is not 
active. 

The mucilaginous gums generally are firm, and the higher 
grades are somewhat sought after. The prices remain unchanged 
for both the Arabic and tragacanth. Good Aleppo tragacanth 
is particularly firm, from 30c to 65c according to quality. 

Roots. 

Dandelion, German, is a shade easier in the absence of im- 
portant demand, quotations showing a reduction to I0c to IIc. 

Ginger, Jamaica, is in good consumptive demand, and we hear 
of sales of unbleached at 15c¢ to 18c according to quality and 
quantity. 

Ginseng is more actively inquired for and values are steadily 
maintained at the previous range of $6.25 to $7 as to quality. 

Golden Seal has continued firm in the face of limited avail- 
able supplies, and we hear of no sales at under the recent ad- 
vanced price of $1.85. 

Ipecac, Carthagena, offers a shade more freely, owing to 


recent arrivals, but $1.18 to $1.20 remains the open quotation; Rio 


is.steady at $1.35 to $1.40. 

Lady’s-slipper has declined in the interval, quotations being 
revised to the lower range of 3Ic to 33c. 

Mandrake is quiet but steady at the previous range of 8%4c to 
gc; stocks are reported rather light. 

Pink is irregular and unsettled, being offered at the wide 
range of 55c to 60c according to quality. 

Senega has been pressing for sale and some transactions are 
reported at 48c. 


Seeds. 


Caraway has advanced in sympathy with conditions abroad, 
and spot quotations are now 834c to 9c as to quantity and seller. 

Celery is a shade easier, spot quotations having been reduced 
to &c to 8%c. 

Hemp has declined in the interval, with Russian offered at 
214c to 2%c. 

Millet has been advanced to 2c to 2%c, holders evincing no 
desire to push sales. 

Quince seed, German, is in very light supply on the spot, and 
holders have advanced their quotations to 45¢ to 50c, and hold 
firm at these figures. 

Wormseed, Levant, is practically not available, and prices are 
much unsettled. The action of the Russian monopoly in cutting 
prices in half leaves local dealers somewhat at sea as to real value, 
and we find quotations ranging anywhere from 6c to 13¢c. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 











OBSERVATIONS OF AN AMERICAN MANUFACTURER 
ON TRADE CONDITIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA. 
By Georce C. KruseEn, 
Philadelphia. 


Barranquilla, Colombia, is the capital of the department of 
Atlantico, and is one of the chief towns of the Republic. Its 
exports are cotton, coffee, tobacco, and rubber. The city has a 
population of nearly 40,000, and, what was most interesting to 
me, had about fifteen drug stores. 
I had the pleasure of calling on 
these druggists individually and 
found that business with all of 
them was very good. The most 
prosperous druggist in the town 
is J. A. Gonzalez, jr., a man who 
is certainly aggressive in his busi- 
ness methods, has a well organ- 
ized corps of assistants, and to my 
mind does the best business in the 
town. He is constantly on the 
lookout for new specialties, and 
being centrally located has a 
thoroughly up to date establish- 
ment. I found Mr. Gonzalez to 
be a very popular man both in 
social and business circles, and 
with a trade reaching far into the 
interior and as far west as the 
seaport of Cartagena. Of — J. A. Gonzalez, jr., Proprietor 
the drug stores of Barranquilla Pharmacia Nacional, Barran- 
are built on entirely different  I#!/@. Colombia. 
lines from any that I have had the - 
pleasure of seeing in the United States. They do not make a 
display of their goods as they should be displayed. Probably 
this is because the dust is constantly flying, and any attempt to 
display goods would meet with disaster because of their being 
spoiled by the dust and sun. 
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Newspaper Advertising Very General. 


I found that a great many manufacturers advertise their 
preparations contrary to the methods followed in the United 
States. Instead of using bill posters, calendars, picture cards and 
almanacs, as we do, they stick too much to,newspaper advertis- 
ing. i have every confidence in the world in newspapers, but the 


way to get to this market is to be liberal in the distribution of . 


the above mentioned articles, followed and supported by per- 
sistent newspaper advertising, and I think anyone who follows a 
campaign outlined in this manner will win out. They have two 
papers of very good circulation and with thoroughly up to date 
managers. I found that a good bit of foreign capital was in- 
vested there, and I was more than surprised to find a big brick 
concern with nearly $100,000 capital, and a local brewery with 
a big output, and an ice factory that was handled by local capital 
and run on a profitable basis. I had the pleasure of being taken 
through a soap factory which is run entirely by local capital. This 
factory was well organized, put out a nice line of goods, which 
I am sure would be acceptable to almost any trade, as the goods 
were of good quality and tastefuliy put up. The manager proved 
a most attentive and courteous gentleman. They have a big out- 
put, all of which is consumed locally. 


French and Germans Seeking Trade. 


The credit of the drug trade is extremely good, and I also 
found that the French and Germans are pushing very energetic- 
ally for business in all directions. In fact all through Sovth 


America the French and Germans are strongly intrenched be- 
cause they have their representatives constantly covering the 
country. I think the reason they get so much business is be- 
cause they send from their own offices bright, energetic, young 
men who learn the language of the country and its customs, and 
when they go home they understand the conditions thoroughly 
and are in a position to organize and handle their foreign depart- 
ments. I really think’this is the reason these nations far excel 
us in getting business. They educate their travelers so that 
when they go after business they know just exactly what they 
are doing. There are two good banks in Barranquilla which do 
a good business and are absolutely reliable. One of the most 
interesting men whom I met was Sr. Clemente Salazer, a man 
who at one time was a government official, and well known 
throughout the Republic. He is'a lawyer of proved ability, a 
well known literary man, and a politician who is a power in local 
affairs. I was never so much impressed with anyone as I was 
with him, when I walked into his office. He greeted me in the 
most Chesterfieldian manner, and his sharp cameo-like features 
and his eagle eyes showed instantly that I was in the presence 
of a man among men. 


San Jose, Costa Rica, Is an Up to Date City. 


Leaving Barranquilla I went to San Jose, Costa Rica, a most 
excellent city, modern in many things, with a couple of good 
hotels and a pretty fair street car system. Trade conditions there 
are excellent and the Germans and French, of course, predomin- 
ate. Among the drug trade Hermann & Zeledon were the most 
important. They control, I should say, the best clientele there, 
as they sell both on the Atlantic and Pacific seaboard, and far 
into the interior. -Mr. Murray, the younger member of the firm, 
is a most pleasing gentleman with a very agreeable manner, and 
is Johnny-on-the-spot in making a deal. They had their offices 
on the public square, but have moved since, as I understand, up 
to the corner of the two main streets opposite the Imperial 
Hotel, where they now have a modern store and fully equipped 
to do business in modern ways. This firm is the best drug 
house in the Republic, and their credit is absolutely A-1. They 
are thoroughly alive to the possibilities of the day and have many 
specialties of their own which they place on the market in a 
very aggressive manner. 


One Reason for Lack of Success. 


I think one reason a great many manufacturers fail in’ their 
South American enterprises is because they do not go into the 
proposition seriously. In the first place yop. cannot do business 
there in the nervous, half-hearted manner that you do in the 
States. The trade there is willing to handle any merchandise 
that has a good sale and will make them a profit. Business is 
done as a matter of course and is done largely on personality. 
If the representative is a gentleman, knows how to approach the 
foreign trade in a courteous manner, is honorable in his deal- 
ings, and in the handling of his prospective customers, he will 
succeed, but he must make an impression on these people. He 
must impress them with the fact that he has a good article, one 
of merit, and that a respensible house is back of it. The Ameri- 
cans furthermore expect to create a big business in five or six 
months, but this is absolutely impossible. It takes time to build 
a business because the confidence of the public must first be 
gained, and if it is once gained it can be kept for all time. [ 
found, in the most inaccessible places, many preparations of do- 
mestic make that were to me as familiar as the Brooklyn Jsridge. 


Longer Credit Must Be Given. 
A very important thing the Americans must take into con- 
sideration is credit. There are so many absolutely gilt-edged 
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people with whom you can do business that it is not necessary 
to run any risks in granting credit. The average credit is 90 
days, although there are many firms who discount and pay their 
bills immediately upon the receipt of the bill. In fact I know 
some firms who sell well known specialties that have a demand, 
who discount their bills even before the goods are received. I 
was very much impressed by the way they do business, and most 
of all by the fact that the people who are worth doing business 
with were the strongest financial concerns there. If the Ameri- 
can manufacturers would go after this trade in a decent, honor- 
able manner, they would be able to get it, and get it on such a 
firm, solid foundation that the returns would be more than 
gratifying. 
Political Disturbances Unsettle Venezuela. 

Conditions in Veneztiela were not so very good because of 

politics. In Caracas, however, I found that H. Thielen & Co. 


was a most progressive firm. Mr. Thielen received me in a 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
Colombia is necessarily a country of great possibilities. Her 
great handicap is the lack of transportation facilities, although 
this is being remedied. Concessions have been granted which 
are gradually being developed, no less than twelve railroads being 
now under construction in different parts of the Republic. The 
nation, on the other hand, is using part of the revenues in pre- 
miums to agriculturists and in the building of good country 
highways connecting the principal agricultural centres, thereby 
creating a domestic traffic which has not existed hitherto. The 
ocean transportation between the United States and Colombia 
is very slow, the present schedules being by roundabout ways 
consuming two weeks in reaching New York, although the dis- 
tance is hardly 1,900 miles, and that by foreign steamships, as 
not a single American vessel ever calls here. 
German and English Leadership. 
Barranquilla is a growing commercial city of some 50,000 
inhabitants, and she handles about 65 percent. of the total for- 
eign trade of Colombia. The commerce of 
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this city and, in fact, of Colombia is mostly 
in the hands of German firms. These Ger- 
mans come here with European ideas and fa- 
miliar with European merchandise and manu- 
factures. They are already well known in 
Hamburg or Bremen, where they have good 
credit and banking and trading relations and, 
in many instances, their head offices. Natur- 
ally, things being equal, they will buy in Ger- 
many for patriotic reasons, especially as they 
receive their merchandise therefrom as 
promptly as from the United States, and in 
many instances quicker. Freight rates in the 
former case are only slightly higher, and in 
some competing lines of merchandise actually 
cheaper. Rice, for example, is 30 cents per 
100 pounds from New York to this port, and 
from Hamburg it is only about 20 cents per 
100 pounds, although the distance in the latter 
case is more than double that from New 
York. 
American Merchants Are Amateurs. 


can 


The German and English manufacturers 
are largely dependent upon the export trade, 
and work accordingly. They invariably send 
their very best canvassers all over the world 
and offer to the fullest extent guaranties and 
inducements as regards credit, etc.; besides, 








Farmacia Nacional, Barranquilla, Colonibia. 


hearty and courteous way, and as he spoke English fluently, | 
was very pleased to meet him. He is a young man and thor- 
oughly imbued with the importance of having foreign goods that 
have a ready sale. In fact his house will handle anything that 
can be sold and he is a thoroughly up to date druggist, owning 
six or seven of the best stores. While he realizes the importance 
of having foreign connections his concern are manufacturers of 
certain specialties of their own, and reach far into the interior, 
where they control the best class of business. I am quite sure 
than any American manufacturer who requires the assistance 
of an up to date and wideawake concern can get their coopera- 
tion without very much trouble. 


Colombia as a Market. 


In conection with Mr. Krusen’s sketch of Barranquilla, the 
following information on the trade possibilities of Colombia, 
furnished by Pierre Paul Demers, U. S. Consul at Barranquilla, 
will prove of interest: 

With an area of 500,000 square miles, rich in mineral and 
agricultural resources, a population of a little over 4,000,000, and 
a present foreign trade of but about $23,000,000 per annum, 


they make it a specialty to cater to local tastes 
and demands. 

They are expert exporters and strictly follow instructions 
as to packing and shipping. The American, as a rule, ex- 
ports when he has time, and considers the foreign market as 
his dumping ground. He is only a novice in the art of packing 
and shipping and will invariably disregard the instructions of 
his foreign customer. He has been in the habit of doing up his 
merchandise in a certain way for the domestic market, and it is 
hard to persuade him to do it otherwise. The chances are that 
his letters of instructions will be glanced at and filed and the 
shipping clerks allowed to proceed in their usual manner. It is 
the existence of such conditions, be it only in a few exceptional 
cases, that constitutes a serious obstacle to the growth of our 
foreign commerce. 


Harmful Mistakes of American Firms. 

I will relate a few facts which will exemplify some of the 
many mistakes committed by American exporters to South 
America, the elimination of which would have a most salutary 
effect on our foreign trade: 

I once helped place an order in the United States for a full 
sawmill equipment and urged prompt shipment. It took four 
months for the mill to come; excuse, too many demands at home. 














